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The Knowledge of God's L AW neceſſary in order 
to the Knowledge of SIN, IN 


Rom. vii, 5,——L HAD nor xxoWnN SIN aur BY Tu LAW, 


IHE RE is no,need of entering into a critical conſideration 
of the context, in order to our feeing what is the. truth 
here aſſerted by St. Paul, to which I propoſe to lead the attenti- 
on of this auditory in my preſent diſcourſe. St, Paul here tells us 
how he came to the knowledge of fin, vis. by the law, i. e. by 
the knowledge of the law; and that there was no other poſſible 
way or medium, whereby he. could get the knowledge of ſin. 
And what Paul aſſerts of himſelf here, may with equal truth be 
affirmed of all other perſons: there is no other poſſible way for 
them to come to the knowledge of fin, but by the law, There- 
fore the. plain and important truth contained in theſe words is, 
THE KNOWLEDGE or GoD's LAW Is ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY 
IN ORDER TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF six. | | 
Ix diſcourſing on this propoſition I propoſe to conſider what we 
are to underſtand by the law; Why, and in what ſenſe the knows 
edge of this law is neceſfary in order to the knowledge of ſin; 


and then cloſe with ſome remarks which will be naturally ſug - 


geſted by the view we.ſhall have of the ſubject. | 
Or the law, by which is the knowledge of fin, the following 
general definition may be given. CE 8 " 
t is the eternal rule of righteouſneſs, which is eſſential to the 
being and glory of God's moral government and kingdom, and 
is in a ſenſe the foundation of it, pointing out and declaring the 
duty of rational creatures, on moral agents, as. what is fit and 
proper to be required of them; and containing the rule of God's 
conduct towards them, as their moral Governor. 8 
The propoſition in our text, at firſt view, ſhews us the 
importance of the inquiry we have now entered upon. 
If the knowledge of fin is to be attained in no way but by 
the knowledge of God's law, then it is of. the higheſt 
importance to us that we ſhould not make a miſtake here: bus 


clearly underſtand what the law is. I may therefore depenQ 


6. 
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pon the ferious and cloſe attention of all here preſent, while 
am attempting to throw light on this ſubjeR, and iltuftrare 14 

foregoing general definition of laws by ſome particular obſeryz 
ions. 

Aud here let it be obſet ved, that this law reſpects all th 
powers and faculties of creatures, conſidered as moral agent 
and all their exerciſes and conduct, both internal, even all the 
thoughts and motions of their hearts; and external, in their out 

yard condua und behaviour. In a word, it deſpecds the heart ip 
or will in all its motions and vxerciſes, And it is the rule of e 
very moral agent in all places and at all times; not leaving hin 

t liberty to a& without regard to this law 1 in any one inn 
Þ long as Ne exiſts a moral agent. 

Anv this is a moſt perfect rule, neither too ſtrict nor too lar; 
not requiring too much or too little in any inſtanee; but point 
out and preſcribes what is exactly and perfectly fit and right ini 
all caſes, 80 that every voluntary exerciſe of the creature is either 
in perfect conformity to it, 1 is perfectly right; or, as f 
as it is not ſo, is wrong, and a violation of it. There are therefore 

. In truth, no exerciſes or conduct of the moral agent which are 
intifferent, neither right nor wrong: becauſe they all are to by 
mieaſured by this rule, and ſo far as they are conformed to itt 
chey are right; and juſt as far as they are not ſo, they are wrong 
and corrupt; there — medium in the caſe, between right 
and wrong, virtue and 

. | Mogrzovas, let it be particularly obſerved, that this rule is 
| the law of God. It is the voice of God to his creatures; his 


rere and the rule which * himſelf has ſet up: and there · 
it is cloathed with his authority. 


A law always ſuppoſes a legiſlator; and that he has right and 
authority to make ſuch a law; and ine ſuch commands. And 
the law is attended or cloathed with the whole of his authority, 
al! his right and power to dictate and command. So that any 

law is binding and has force, juſt in proportion te the degree of 
authority the legiſlature has over thoſe to whom he gives law, and 
the right he has to command. Where there is no authority, 
there js no right to didate or command any thing: and whate- 
ver is in ſuch a caſe declared or propoſed by one being to others, 
it has nothing of the nature of law, but is only an exhortation 
or intrexty, which an equal or inferior, who has no ſort or de · 
gree of authotity over another, may uſe and pradtice, as well a 
any one elſe. 

The law of Ged is therefore cloathed with infinite * erty; 
even all the authority he has over his creatures to dictate 
command It may be truly and ſafely ſaid, that God cannot 

make a Jaw which ſhall be attended with Jeſs authority, leſs than 
even all the authority he has, as it i impoſlible he ſhould be vole 


* 


: 

| ? 
- : 
. = 


mo 


vw p 


„ 
He d of it, or lay it aſide in any inſtance, or in the leſt degree. An 
hat this authority is infinite, or beyond all bounds or limits, is 
zoſt demoniirably certam. God is infinite in his being and 
Wreatnefs, in his excellence and worthineſs, in his ſupeniorizy to 
Je creature, and ſo in his right to diſpoſe of and dictate to them. - 
f that which giyes him authority, ot that wherein his authority 
Mconſiſts, is infinite, then the authority itielf is infinite: that is, 
tis ſo great that it is heyond all limits, and is inſiaitely more aud 
greater than the authority of any finite being can poſſibly, be. 
Anp henee the law. of Gob beeomes infinitely binding; and 
he violation of this law, in the leaſt inſtance, may truly be ſaid 
on this account, and in this view, to be infinitely wrong; and 


0 the crime of it to be infinitely great. For the tcanſgreſſion og 
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Many rule or law muſt be more or leſs criminal according as the 
authority of the legiſlator is greater or leſs; becauſe the obliga · 
tion to obey it, muſt bear a proportion to this z and the crime of 
very tranf; 


greſſton is greater or leſs, in proportion to the degree 
ff obligation the ſinner is under to the contrary. If any being 
as ten degrees of authority over another to commend and give 
aw to him, and no more, then he, to whom the command is, 
given, is urder ten degrees of obligation to obey, and his refuſal 
to do it, will have ten degrees of criminalneſs in it and no more, 
And if he is under law to another being, who, has a hundred. OP. 
a thouſand degrees of authority over him, but yet a limited aus. 
"'Wihority, he is under ten, or a hundred times greater obligation 
ao obey him, than he is to obey the other; ſo his crime in not o- 
bdeying, will be ten, or a hundred times greater than in the other 
caſe, though it will yet be a limited or finite crime. But if a. 
nother being gives law to him, who has authority beyond all 
nd WY poſſible degrees or limits, 5, e, truly irfinite authority; his crime 
nd in difobeying, in this caſe, will alſo exceed all degrees or limits, 
„ and be really and properly infinite. | mY -" 
ol Tuis law, of which I am ſpeaking, conſiſts in two main brar ch 
of Nes: one points out our duty to Gos; and the other, our duty 
to our fellow creatures, and to ourſelves. This is all contained 
„uud exprefſed in the law of the ten commandments, publiſhed to. 
e- the children of Iſrael by Go from mount Sinai; and afterwards 
„ vrote by Gop himſelf on two tables of ſtone, and laid up in the 
n ark, which was placed in the holy of holies, under the mercy 
e- feat or propitiatory, The four firlt of theſe expreſs our duty ta 
uod; the fix laſt our daty to eur fellow creatures. And 
this law is all ſummed up, in the moſt comprehenſive. 
manner by ovur* divize teacher, in che following werds. 
Thou ſhalt love the Loxp thy Gopwith all thy heart, and 
with all thy foul, and with all thy mind. And then ſhalt love 
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_ "by nelghbour as thy ſelf.“ The law of Gop then requires u 
thing but Love : Love eferciſed in a perfect manner ar 
degree, and expreſſed in all -poſlible, proper ways. In this the 
whole of the duty and obedience of moral agents conſiſts. 
Lr it be further obſerved, that a penalty is annexed to thi 
law, which copfiſts in a threatning to the diſobedient, This i 
eſſential to a law, Whatever rule or directory is propoſed any 
ſet up without any threatening to him who diſregards it, ſo tha 
he expoſes himſelf to no more evil of any kind by tranigreſſing i 
than by the moſt ſri& obſervance of it, cannot have the natun 
and force of a law. It has been juſt obſerved that authority 
eſſential to law; ſo that where there is no authority, there can hb 
no law; and that the law muſt be cloathed andenforced with al 
the authority of the legiſtator, Now this authority is exerciſed an( 
expreſſed in the threatening to the diſobedient, and can not poſ 
bly be- expreſſed in any thing elſe, or in any other way. Th 
rule which carries not in it a threatening to the tranſgreſſor, i 
attended or cloathed with no authority at all; no authority | 
expreſſed or exerciſed 2 and therefore it has not, it cannot hay 
the nature and force of a law. | 
And this penalty or the evil threatened, muſt be exactly an 
 fſwerable to the authority of the lawgiver, and the.juſt deſert « 
the tranſgreſſor, The authority of a law lies wholly.in the threat 
.ening, or appears and is expreſſed only in that, as has been jul 
obſerved; and it is in this that the authority of the lawgiver 1 
exhibited. Therefore, the greater and. more ſacred the authori 
ty of the legiſtator is, the greater and more dreadful mutt by 
the puniſhment threatened, And this will proportion the pr 
niſhment to the crime: for, as has been ſhewn, the crime of tt 
tranſgreſſor of a law is greater or leſs, according to the degree d 
dignity and authority of the law-giver. If a legiſlator ſhould an- 
nex a threatening to his law, which is not anſwerable to his ſa 
cred authority and worthineſs to be obeyed, and ſo not equal ty 
the crime of diſobedience, he would ſo far lay aſide, or dive} 
himſelf of his own proper character by not aſſerting and ad. 
ing up to it. And the law would be ſo far unbecoming of him. and 
not agreeable to. the. truth and reaſon of things; and ſo not per- 
fectly right and excellent. It is therefore certain that whenever 
a legiſlator will aſſert and maintain his proper character and au; 
thority, he muſt. threaten diſobedience to his command with 4 
puniſhment exactly anſwerable to his character and, authority; ſe 
that this ſhall be properly and fully expreſſed in the threatning re 
Neither a greater nor a leſs puniſhment muſt be threatened. Fot 
to threaten and infli& a greater puniſhment would be unjuſt, and... 
tyrannical ; and to threaten and infli& a leſs, would be injuriou 
to his own character, contrary to the reaſon and nature of thingy 
and many ways hurtful to the ſubject. e 
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ne Therefore the penalty of the law of Cop muſt he infinite; td 
uon iſhment chreatened to the ſinner, muſt be an infinize N i= 
omething infinitely great and dreadful, as the dignity, majeſty, 
nd authority of the lawgiver are infinite. Any thing leſs then 
cis, would be infinitely too little for the moſt high God to threat- 
sn; infinitely too mean and low for him. For to threaten ſin a» 
ainſt himſelf with a finite evil only, would be, in effect, to de- 
rone himſelf, and renounce his proper character and authority 
ore, yea infinitely more, than the greateſt earthly monarch would 
uno it, with regard to himſelf, if he. ſhould publickly declare that 
s Wovever much his laws ſhould be diſregarded; and trampled up- 
uin by his ſubjects, they ſhould be expoſed to no evil by their re- 
Pellion; ſhould have his favour, and enjoy all the benefits of his 
ingdom, to as = a degree as if they were perfectly obedient. 
or ſuch an earthly-monarch would in the caſe propoſed, give up 
nfinitely leſs then the moſt high Majeſty of heaven and earth would 
lo by threatening rebellion againſt his law with only a finite pu- 
iſhment ; as this is infinitely leſs then that which is neceſſary in 
— properly to expreſs, and maintain his own character and 
uthority, | 3 | | 
On the whole, it, appears from what has been obſerved, that 
he law of Gop requires perfect perſevering »bedience, on pain of 
ernal damnation. I ſay, ** On pain of eternal damnation; for 
2 the puniſhment is an infinite evil, it muſt be eternal, as an in- 
iite evil cannot be inflicted on a finite ſubje& in anv limited or 
nite duration, No leſs than this is compriſed in the Car/e of Gov 
hich is denounced againſt every one who does not perſevere in 
erfe&t conformity to his law. For it is written,” ſays St. Paul, 
peaking of this law, ** Cerſed is every one that continueth not in 
ll things which are written in the book of the law to do them. 
his puniſhment, this infinitely dreadful evil, and not ſeperation 
f ſoul and body, or annihilation, is intended by the death, which 
4 dt. Paul ſays is the wages of ſin: 1 and is the ſame that was 
wreatened to our firſt parents, if they ſhould tranſgreſs Gop's 
. t This is the proper death of a moral agent, even a ſepera- 
oon from all good, unto all evil, and that forever. For it is not 
onſiſtent with the being of moral government, that the ſubjes 
"Df it ſhould ever ceaſe to be, This I think, may eaſily be proved: 
put I have not time for it now, - | „ 
I Paoc ts to obſerve, that as this law is founded in the rea- 
on and nature of things, is the moſt exact and perfect ex» - 
prefſion of the perfecticns and glorious character of the ſupreme 
liſpoſer of all things, and moral governor of the world; and is 
perfectly, and, as I may ſay, infinitely right; ſo it muſt take place 
2 its full force and extent, with regard to every creature in the 
® Gab, jib, 10. + Res- N. 23. + Guns the z: 
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| Univerſe that is capable of being under law and inaral gobert 
ment. We may be ſure Gop will not releaſe any moral age: 
From. his obligations eo this Jaw, as it is moſt certain he cannd 
do it conſiſtent with his character as moral governor of the world 
This law therefore, ſtands firm as mountains of braſs, as the pi 
lars cf heaven. It ſtands forever the ſame moſt perfect and gh 
rious law, ſure and unſhakep as the kingdom of Go itſelf ; an 
will no ſooner be removed: for to remove or diſannul this, is 
deſtroy Gop's moral kingdom. It is eaſier for heaven and e: 
to paſs or be diffolved, than one tittle of this law to fail“ Th 
righteouſneſs of it is ever/aſting ; and Gbp hath founded it fore 
ver F This law cannot be repealed, ſet alide, or abated: not ti 
; precepts of it; for nothing is required but what is perfectly pra. 
— and right: nor the penalty; for this is an eſſential part of tl 
w, and is perfe&ly equal and right: and to ſet this aſide, i 
whole or in part, is juſt ſo far to deftroy the law, and even t 
ontradict and efface the divine character, as has been ſtiewn, 
Je8vs Cnxisr did not therefore come inte this world and al 
Yume the character of mediator in order to get this law repealed « 
abated, as many have very abſurdly, and wickedly believed, ar 
taught. Sofar from this was his deſign, that he tame to magnif 
the law and make it honorable,” agreeable to the ancient predi8 
bns concerning him.} And in this his merit and righteouſrie(s cor 
fiſts, by which finners obtain pardon and ſalvation through him. H 
warned all againſt ſuch a notibn as this, when he firſt entered c 
His publick miniſtry, * Think hot,“ ſays he, That I am con 
do deſtroy the law or the prophets: I am not tomie to deltrof 
but to fulfil.” - The law was indeed in the way of the finne 
ſalvation and this was the ground of the neceflity of the ini 
tion, ſufferings and obedience of the Son of Gop. But this wail: 
not to take the law out of the way, by ſetting it alide;. but to / 
Fl it, to obey it, and ſuffer the penalty of it inſtead of the finne 
ſo that the law right be as muth regarded and honoured, as o | 
the curſe had fallen on the ſinner, and that Gop the ſupremg 
lawgiver might be juſt; juſt to his dwn charucter and law, 8s 
Jet juſtify the ungolly, the infinitely guilty and ill-deſerving fin 
er, who Believeth in Jeſus. A . 5 | 
Tus unbeliever, the Chriſtleſs ſinner, is as much under ti 
law and curſe, as if Chriſt had not come into the world, 
here had been no mediator between God and man. He whi 
delieveth not in Chriſt, is not ſo united to him, and is no IN him 
as that his merit and righteouſheſs, whith conſiſts in what 
Aid and ſuffered to maintain and honour the laws may be 
perly imputett to him, or teckoned to his aceount, be is une 
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 Wrdemnation ; and the wrath of God and eurſe of his law 10 
Joch upon him, as if there had been no Saviour 
And believers in Chriſt, er true Chriſtians are as much under 
e law as a rule, as ever they were; and under as great obliga- 
ns to a perfect conformity to it, as any others, or as they ever 
ere. And every thing in them which is ſhort of perfect holi«. 
ſs, or perfect obedience to this law, conſidered in its utmoſt 
ictneſs, is perfectly inex cuſable, and as criminal in them, as if 
ey were not believers in Chriſt: yea much more ſo; for the 
perior diſcerning, light and advantages they have, and the pe- 
lar favours and priviledges beſtowed on them, do vaſtly in- 
eaſe their obligations to perfect holineſs, and ſo render every 
gree of oppoſition, or want of perfe& conformity to the law of 
od immenſely more criminal, than they are in others. The 
„ conſidered in its greateſt ſtrictneſs, as requiring abſolute 
rfection, is as much a rule to them as ever, and is the on 
le or law they are under; and Chriſt did not defign to deliver- 
, em from obligations to perfect obedience to this law: but, as. 
gas been juſt obſcrved, is the occaſion of greatly increaſing 'the 

7 what he has done for them. Chriſt has indeed made at 

tent for all their ſins againſt this law, which they have commit- 
nue, or ever ſhall commit; and ſo has delivered them from the 
Suri of the law, being himſelf made a curſe for them; ſo that 
ey are in this ſenſe, ** Not under the law, but under grace.” 

bey are not under the curſe of the law, nor expoſed to the inf · 
tely dreadful puniſhment threatened ; but they are com _ | 
conlelivered from this by a free pardon. But this has nat oy ne F. 
eir obligations to obey this law: ſo far from it, that it has greats 
es them. Jeſus Chriſt is not diſpoſed to bring the las 

lown to them, or releaſe them from obligations to —. it; but 
ſigns and is engaged to deliver them from all ſin, andbring them: 
0 a perfect conformity to this law, as that in which their re» 
rYcmption and happineſs will very mach conſiſt. 
ler us now conſider why, and in what ſenſe, the knowledge 
f this law of Gop is neceſſary in order to the knowledge of fin; -. 
And here the matter is ſo plain, that there is need of but little 
WF be ſaid in erder to make it ſufficiently evident. If this law is 
Ide rule of man's conduct, of all his exerciſes and behaviour, ſo 
at he is ſinful or not, juſt in proportion as he conforms to this 
aww, or does nat, then he cannot poſſibly judge of his own cha- 
Witter, and tdetermine whether be is a ſinner or-nat, if he is per- 
wo:'y ignorant of this law. And he muſt be ignorant of his own. 
t lfinfulreſs, however great a ſinner he is, juk in proportion to the 
legree of his ignorance of the — he is under. Sin is the tranſ· 
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| — of the law : therefore where there is no law, there is: 
n. And he who has no idea, no apprehenſion or knowledge 
law, has no idea of ſin; and it is impoſſible he ſhould. And eve 
7 's notion of fin, will be according to his notion of the la 
f he thinks Gop's law requires that which it does not, he wi 
judge that to be fin, which in truth is not ſo. If he thinks ti 
law he is under does not require what it really does, he will loc 
upon that to be no ſin, which in truth is ſo. And ſo far as 
ſees not the ground and reaſonableneſs of the law, he will be ig 
Rorant of the crime or real ſinfulneſs there is in tranſgreſſing it 


If he is ignorant of the excellence, worthineſs and authority nd 

the lawgiver, and ſo ſees no the excellence and glory of the la 

he muſt be blind to the true turpitude and odiouſneſs of ſin, an . 
My * 


can have no true idea of it. 
Fon the more clear illuſtration of this point, it may be obſ, 
ed; that there is a threefold knowledge of the law, and an at 
ſwerable different knowledge of fin. | 2 
There is what may be called a ſpeculative knowledy 
of the law; which is attended, with an anſwerable knoy 
ledge of fin, Men may have in a great meaſure right ſpeculati 
ons with reſpe& to the hs of Gop, and ſin, They may reaſon 
and judge right about the ſtrictneſs, extent, and reaſonablene 
of Gop's law, the obligation they are under to obedience, thei 
total depravity and deſtitution of conformity to this law, /and thi 
infinite evil, or crime there is in all fin, &. I ſay, men may er 
ter far into ſpeculations on theſe things, and reaſon clearly anc 
very well upon them; and yet their hearts not be at all affect 
with them. They may feel themſelyes ſo unintereſted in the mat 
ter, as to give themſelves no trouble about it, in this view; bu 
Jive at Rs a with the greateſt careleſneſs and ſlupidity ru 
on in ſin with greedineſs. The many ſad examples of this, ret 
der-what is here aſſerted indiſputable. 
There is a further knowledge of the law of Gon, and ſot 
fin, which unregenerate perſons may have, by having their con 
Yciences awakened up to attend to theſe things in, ſome meaſure a 
realities, and with particular application to, themſelves. Th 
mow find themſelves greatly intereſted in this matter. They f 
themſelves condemned by the law, and under the curſe of Go 
againſt whom they have always rebelled ; and have ſuch a view 
8; and ſenſe of the greatneſs, majeſty, and power of Gov, and tl 
[ dreadfulneſs of his anger, and their conſtant expoſedneſs to be ca 
f into hell, as to fill them with ſore diſtreſs, even to amazemen 
6 and horror. And this becomes their great and only concern, by”? 
night and by day, how they ſhall eſcape the wrath that is to come. 
But there is another, and quite different kind of — an 
Gov's law and of fin, which is peculiar to the regenerate, 


diſcern and have a ſenſe of heart of the ſuperlative excellence aa © 
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lory of the divine character, by which he is infinitely diſtingniffl- | 
{ from all other beings, and feel the obligations they, and all 
catures, are under to love him perfectly, with all their hearts, 
bre ver. They therefore ſee the reaſonableneſs, extent and ex- 
lence of the law of God in ſuch a manner and degree, as im- 
lies a hearty approbation and love of it; and ſay in their hearts, 
The law is holy, juſt and good.” They hence ſee what fin is. 
appears to them infinitely odious and ill-deferving, as it is a 
"Wontradiction to the divine character and law; and heartily hate 
nd abhor it, as what juſtly deſeryes Gon's diſpleaſure and wrath 
AWrever, 

: Whatever knowledge of the law and of fin the unregeneratt 
ave, it does not imply in it any true fight and ſenſe of the amia- 
leneſs and excellence of God's law, or of the real hatefulneſs of 
n; for they do neither love the law, nor hate fin : but on the 
ontrary they approve of fin in their hearts, and love it, and 

eartily oppoſe and hate Gop's law, And as they are blind to this 

"Waoſt important and effential article, they may be truly ſaid not to 

{Wave the knowledge of God, his law, or of ſm. Therefore ihe 

Wcripturerepreſents them as not knowing God, and the things of 

elde Spirit of God.“ The regenerate only have the true knowledge 

ei f the law of Gop and of fin ; and it is in the light of Gop's holy 
aw that they ſee fin to be what it is. They can therefere all ſay 
With St. Paul in our text, I had not known ſin but by the law. 
1 PRocEtd to make ſome uſeſul remarks and reflections, which 
debe ſubject we have been attending to, naturally ſuggeſts, | 
all I. GxzaT miſtakes and wrong notions about the law, are ves 
dul hurtful and fatal miſtakes. They who have quite wrong ideas 
of the law of Gop, will have equally wrong ideas of their on 
haracter as ſinners; and conſequently wrong ideas bf the cha- 
ater of the mediator, and the grace revealed in the goſpel, 
off] be goſpel has ſuch reſpect to the law of Gop, and the latter is 
o much the reaſon and ground of the former, and ſo eſſential to 
che wiſdom and glory of it, that it cannot be underſtood by him 
rho is ignorant of the law, And conſequently our idea and ap- 

rel prehenſion of the goſpel will be erroneous and wreag, jul ſo far 

pas we have wrong notions of Gon's law, The acter of a 

mediator is neceſſary, excellent aud glorious, only in this view, 

hand on this ſuppoſition, that the law of Gop, which requires 

perfect perſevering obedience, on pain of eternal damnation, is 
unchangea bly right, juſt, excellent and glotions, and conſequent. . 
ly ſin infinitely criminal and odious : For the moſt effential part 

„Jof the character of the mediator confiſts in his honoring this law, 

and making atonement for ſin, He therefore who does not be. 
Ylicve there is any ſueh law, or does not view it in this light, and 
—̃ ——⁵ð . 5 — — — — 
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ſo does not ſee fin in it its true demerit and hatefulneſs,” eandMr 
poſſibly underſtand the goſpel, but mult be blind to the true yi 
dom and glory of it? | 
This has been, and now is, the ſad caſe of multitudes und 
the goſpel, They hope and expect to be ſaved by Chriſt ; the 
ſpeak much of the grace of the goſpel, and the wonderful mere 
of God to ſinners: but they at the ſame time are ignorant 
the divine law, and never-were reconciled to it as holy, juſt at 
ood ; ſo never ſaw ſin in its true odiouſneſs and ill deſert, 
Juch riſe as high as they will in their admiration of goſpel grac 
and tho' they are affected even to raptures, they are wholly i 
norant of the true grace of Gop, of their need of a mediato 
and of the way of ſalvation by him, So important are the ri 
. notions of the law] He who fails here, muſt be in darkneſs wit 
reſpect to the whole ſyſtem of religious truth; the true goſ 
will be hid from him; and to him Chriſt crucified will be nothit 
but a ſtumbling block, and the moſt perfect fooliſhneſs, Th 
are many who ſpeak out and ſay, ** We do not believe there 
„% now any ſuch law binding on men, which requires perfect 
« bedience on pain of eternal damnatioa, This law is wholl 
« ſet aſide by the goſpel, and we never were under it ;. nor i 
% deed would it be juſt in Gob to hold us to it, Chriſt, bleſſed ! 
4% his name; has introduced a more mild diſpenſation, ſo tl 
44 we are now net under law, but under grace,” But pra 
What grace is there in aboliſhing and freeing you from a lay 
"which, you never could be ju/f/y under, and which therefo 
ought in juſtice to be ſet aſide? And what need of a mediate 
to die, to deliver you from this law, and introdure a mo 
mild diſpenſation? Muſt their be {d coſtly a ſacrifice to indu 
.the great law-giver to give up that which he could _—_—_ in 
it upon, it being in itſelf unreaſogable | But if it is in itſelf re 
ſonable, being founded in the reaſon and nature of things, Wt, 
Earinat be given up and aboliſhed on any conſideration whatſofBlir: 
ever. Surely ſuch, however they may deſire to be teachers in 
4 the law, underſtand neither what they ſay, nor whereof the ta 
4 affirm, * When will ſuch horrible gargon and blaſphemy Mar 
baniſhed from the chriſtian world! How far are ſuch from know. ſei 
h ing their own character as ſinners, and the true grace of the gol 1: 
I pel whereby the ſinner is ſaved! TY | bl 
| And ſuffer me to add here, a hearty ſubmiſſion to, and acquii f; 
eſcence and delight in the law of Gap, rightly underſtood, andy hi 
ſo a true hatred of ſin, muſt take place in order to any degree off al 
true approbation of the goſpel, and faith and truſt ia Chriſt. m 
For ſo far as we are from approving of the law of Gob in outfff h. 
hearts, and a ſenſe of the hatefulneſs and iil deſert of ſin, jnſt ON is 
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auer ſhall we always be from being pleaſed with the dtonement u 
vi hcilt, rightly underſtood, in which the law is ſet up and ho- 
ored as m4ſt excellent and glorious, and fin is condemned in the 
nde gheſt polſible degree. and its infinite odiouſneſs and ill deſert ſex 
then the mot clear and ſtriking light imaginable, Indeed this ap- 
zer robation and ſenſe of heart iy implied in a true idea and knows 
nt Neage of the law in its excellence and glory, and of ſin in its true 
liouſneſs and ill deſert; for the very idea of beauty and excel - 
ence conſiſts in a ſenſe of heat, and is itſelf a pl with 
rach{Wuc beauty and delight in it. And there can be no diſtiaQtion 
y fc w-en {ering th. true hatefulneſs of an object, and hating it.“ 
Hz it appears of great importance that the law ſhould be 
1ghpreachcd up, and kept in view, as this is abſolutelj neceſſary in 
eder to give a right idea of the goſpel. Many public teachers, 
nd profeſſed preachers of the goſpel groſſly fail here, They never 
nian all they ſay, bring the law of Gop into view; but always keep 
t out of fight. And it is not uncommon for them to ſay many 
hings which are directly, or in fair conſtruction in oppoſition to 
t oC 00's law. rightly underſtood, They who are ſo unhappy as to 
olli under ſuch teachers never will have the true knowledge of ſin, 
or underſtand the goſpel of Chriſt, if they learn a6 more than 
| bw hat they are taught by them. Whatever they may ſay in favout 
wot the goſpel, and however much they may ſeem to magnify the 
grace of Cob, uſing many high ſounding phraſes, and pathetic 
ave: preſſions ; they are in truth words without a meaning; and cons 
ey no proper idea of the true grace of God and the real — 1 2 
Fo! Chriſt is overlooked and neglected. It is impoſſible there mould 
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* Thvs evident is it that the ſinner who comes to Chriſt 
for ſalvation, comes as a /rue penitent; and that repent» 
Wtance, which moſt eſſentially conſifts in a ſenſe of heart of the _ 
loYtrue odiouſneſs and ill deſert of ſin, is not only implied ih fiel 
in Chriſt ; but is neecſſary in order to this faith; and the * 
Jakes place be/ore the latter, as their muſt be the knowledge 
MY zpprobation of the divine character and law, and a fight and 
ſenſe of the ill deſert of ſin, before there can be any true know. 
ledge of the mediator and faith in him. Thus it is only the hum- 
bled, contrite, broken-hearted penitent, who is revived and cm- 
J forted by Chriſt, as none but ſuch ever did, or ever will, know 
his true character, or are prepared to receive with approbation 
and joy the good news he proclaims, This is ſo plain and de- 
© nonſtrable that it may be reaſonably concluded that many who 
have. objected againſt the notion, that repentance towards Gon 
is antecedent to faith in Chriſt, and before it, as being heretical 
and abſurd,” have done it through ſome miſundertanding of the 
Butter, | | A 


1 
of 
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be any ſolid ſuperſtructure on the ſandy foundation on whit 
they build.“ | | 
IU. Tus foundation of all the great and hurtful errors wit 
reſpect to the goſpel, which take place in the Chriſtian world, i 
ignorance of Gop's law, and miitakes about it, If all were 
greed, and right, in their ſentiments about the law of Gos, ani 
would be conſiſtent with themſelves, they would ſoon be agree 
in all the important truths of Chriſtianity ; and an end would 
put to moſt of our diſputes about the doctrines of the goſpel 
This remark may be illuſtrated by inſtancing in a few particularz, 

Ir all men commence moral agents under this law, which re 

uires perfect, perſcvering obedience, on pain of eternal deſtrue 
tion, and all do certainly and infallibly tranſgreſs this law 2 
foon as they become moral agents, and fall under the curſe of 
it; ſo are eternally undone, unleſs they are delivered by unde 
ſerved ſovereign grace, and all the children of Adam have been 
are, or will be in this ſtate; then all came into the world in: 
miſerable a ſtate and condition, and their exiſtence is as infallib| 
connected with eternal ruin, as if they had fallen in Adam. 
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| There are thoſe who zealouſly contend that à ſight and 
| belief of the grace of Gov through Chriſt, and a view of Got 
as reconciled to the ſinner by him, is the firſt and only thing that 


begets love ro God and his law, and repentance of fin : and thai 
it is impoſſible that the ſinner ſhould be reconciled to God and 


the divine law, in any other view, I leave the attentive reader 
to obſcrve and reflect upon the abſurdity of ſuch a notion, It 
certain to.a demonſtration that they who are not heartily recon 
ciled to Gob and his law, and do not hate fin and abhor them 
ſelves for it, do not know; and are not reconeiled to the grace 
of God, through Chriſt; Nor can they attain to the latter, it 
not firſt brought to the former; but will remain eternal enemi 
to both.—They therefore who have never been recoheiled to Gor 
and his holy law in any other way, but by fr/? ſecing and belter 
ing in the grace of Gov through Chriſt, are yet ignorant of the 
true grace of God, and enemies to it. And all their love tc 
Chriſt, and ſuppoſed reconciliation to God ; all their repentance 
religious affections, and rapturous admiration of the love and 
grace of Gov, is nothing but mere enthuſiaſtic deluſion, bottom 
ed on that ſelfiſhneſs which is perfect enmity againſt Gov. 


* THE reader may find this point more fully illuſtrated # 
BrtLany's © Eſſay on the nature and glory of the goſpel; 
eſpecially in the five frſs SECTIONS, 


+ THIS matter ir very particularly conſid red, and ſet in 
#lear light by Evwarps on original fin, Part 1, Chap, I. Sed 
I, 2, 3. | 5 el 
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d the eaſieſt, moſt natural, if not the only way to account for 
5 event, viz, The untailing fin, and total ruin of all Adam's, 
llerity, is, that it takes place in conſequence of the firſt apoſ- 
ey, by virtue of a holy and wiſe conſtitution, which connect 
e ſin and ruin of all Adam's children with the rebellion of their 
rt father; he being in this conſidered as their moral head and 
preſentative, I am confident every man will readily ſee that 
's is plainly the Bible account of the matter, who is fully ſen-' 


urder this law, And this is, I think, confirmed by fact and us 
;yerſal experience. Where can the perſon be fonnd who has 
ght and conſiſtent notions of the divine law, agreeable to the 
zpreſentation that has now been given of it, who is not full in 
e belief of the doctrine of original fin? And why ſhould he not 
eve it? What will he get by oppoſing this doctrine? All 
e children of Adam are as much, and as infallibly undone as if 
teir ſin and miſery came by virtue of their connexion with the 
rt ſinner, And by denying the doctrine of original fin, he is 


in and ruin of mankind, and brings on himſelf the difficult tafk 
hf cxplaining away the moſt eaſy and natural meaning of theſe 
aſſages of ſcripture which give a plain account of this matter. 

And they who attend to, and believe the nature, ſpirituality, 
id extent of the divine law, will not only be convinced that 
Wnankind are all ſinners, and ſo in an undone ſtate by nature; but 
hat they are alſo greatly and totally corrupt, being wholly with» 


the law comes, it is received and underſtood in its true import, 
the linfulnefs of mankind revives and comes into view, and they 
oper wholly dead in treſpaſſes and (ins, 384 


deeds of the law; or the ſinners being pardoned and received to 
00 favour, not on the account of any virtue or goodneſs of his on, 
ot wholly out of reſpe& to the merit and worthineſs of Chriſt; 
het which he is entitled by faith, or his union to Chriſt j this 
coGorine, I ſay, is eſtabliſhed by right notions of the law; ſo 
e 


that they who are of the ſame ſentiments with reſpect to the lat- 


dier, will agree in the former. If the ſinner is under a law which 
onfiders the leaſt ſin as an infinite crime, and therefore d | 
eternal puniſhment ; then it is impoſſible for him who is guil- 
„In of fin to have any thing of his own to offer to God that thall 
,"W'ccommend him in the leaſt degree; for he being infinitely guil - 
n and odious, whatever virtue and holineſs he may afterwards 
twe, it can in no degree countervail his guilt or be reckoned in 
lis favour any more than if he had no holineſs at all, If theres 


|: of the ſtate in which all mankind are by nature, covuſidered' 


ft without any ſatis factory way of accounting for the univerſatk 


ot any true conformity to the law of Gop, and altogether un- 
ler the power of ſtrong inclinations directly contrary to it, When "Ih 


The doctrine of juſtification by faith in Chriſt, without the 8 


ire he has pardon and favour, it mult be wholly on account of = 


. Mu C18 7} 
the merit and worthineſs of Chriſt, which is reckoned to his ac 
count; or imputed to him, in conſequence of his nnion to Chri 
by faith. This doctrine has been greatly oppoſed in the Chriſti 

world; and this oppoſition has been wholly grounded on ignorant 

0 and miſtakes with reſpect to the law of God. Therefore St. Pat 

it when he undertook to eſtabliſh this truth, „That a man is juk 

= © tified by faith without the deeds of the law“ and confute tl 

oppoſers of it, in his epiſtles to the churches at Rome and Galatia 
does it chiefly by bringing this law into view.“ | 
. Acairn, they who underfiand the law ef Gon, and are rech m 

ciled to it, muſt of conſequence be reconciled to the doctrine 0 

Gop's decrees, as they reſpe& the eternal ſtate of mankind, - Fe 

ny if all men arg naturally under a conſtitution and law, according 

to which they are infinitely guilty and ill - deſerving, ſo that the 
may moſt juitly be caſt into eternal, deſtruction, and if any a 
ſaved, it muſt be by mere, undeſerved ſovereign grace; the 
| they are in the hands of a ſovereign Gon, whe has right to de 
termine whether he will ſave any of them; and if any, who h 
will ſave, and who he will leave to periſh in their fin and ill- de 
ſert If all are juſtly under the curſe, Gop may juſtly leav 
whom he will to periſh, His beſtowing unde erved ſovereign mer 
cy on ſome, lays him under no obligation to others. And it be 
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* THzrg are ſome who loudly proclaim againſt the notion 
the ſinner's exerciſing. any virtue or real holineſs antecedent to hi 
juſtification, and in order to it, as this ſeems, to them to be incon- 
ſiſtent with mere. free grace in the pardon and juſtification of 
ſinner, and lays a foundation fer his boaſting ; ſo muſt be pleaſ+ 
ing to his native pride: which is certainly moſt contrary to the 
goſpel, as that is ſuited in the higheſt degree to exalt free grace, 

and humble man, They therefore; zealouſly contend that the 
faith which juſtifies has no moral goodneſs in it, and that the 
finner is juſtified antecedent to any holy exerciſes of heart: and 
repreſent thoſe who hold that the ſinner muſt have a new heart; 
even a penitent, humble heart, a heart to love God and his law, 
antecedent to his pardon and juſtrfication, and in order to it, aro 
all this is implied in that faith by which the ſinner is juftified ;i 
they repreſent ſuch, I ſay, as legaliſts, flattering the pride 0 
man, and enemies to the true grace of Gov. 

It will be obſerved by the careful reader, that I have here 
placed the doctrine of the jnſlification of a ſinner by free grace, 
through faith, in a different light, and on a different footing 
from theſe divines: viz. On THE INFINITE EVILOF SIN 
grounded on the worthineſs and authority of Gos, which is ex · 

reſſed in the divinedaw., In this view the 61ER, he who 
as once broken the law of Goo, is ſo infinitely odious and ill: 
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»3 to him to order this matter, and make the diſtinction. and 
poſe of his undeſerved, forfeited favours as he pleaſes. If Gop 
ither is, nor can be under any obligation to ſinners, but may 
{ly caſt them all into hell forever, all will readily grant he hag 
right to do what he will with his own, and give ds grace to 
hom he will, while he wichholds it from others. Therefore, if 
one objects againſt the derrees of Gov in his ſovereignly de- 

rmining the eternal (tate of the children of men, and in ap- 

inting him in particular to deſtruQion, his objection is wholly 
ounded on a ſuppoſition that he is not juſtly treated, but Gos 
hard and cruel in thus diſpoſing of him, and that he has ſoms 
pht and claim to ſomething better. Whenever he can be brought 
give up this point, and feel he deſerves eternal deſtruction, all 
objections againſt the divine deerees will ſubſide. And this 

ill be the caſe whenever be ſubmits to the Jaw of God, as holy; 
| and good. Nothing therefore is wanting in order to ſilence 

| cla:nor againſt the doctrine of God's decrees, but to have the 
of God underſtood, ſo as to give a true knowledge and con- 

tion of ſin, Yo far as this takes place, every mouth will be 
pped, GoD will be julified, and righteouſneſs aſcribed unto 
ip; while he has mercy on whom he will have mercy, and leaves 

— he will in their „ impenitence to flak down to 
aal ruin. | | 
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Weferving, that whatever virtue he exerciſes, either before or af! 


r he has ſinned, it can be of no account or avail to recommend 

im in the leaſt degree, or be reckoned in his favour any more than 
he was wholly without any neſs, He is ill, in himſelf 

nidered, as guilty and utwworthy, und as much under the curſe - 
the divine law; therefore is juſt as ungodly in the view of law, 
hich is Gog's view and judgment of the matter, and is accord» 

ig to truth, and ſtands in as much need of free grace, as if 

a wholly without any holineſs ;_ and is as much without al 


round of boaſting as any ſinner can be The'pſain reaſoh of chis 
„ his fin and guilt are infinite, and his virtue finite, Therefore 


e latter cannot in the leaſt degree counterballance the former; 
ad is of no mort avail, and has no more influence to remove his 


lt and take off the curſe, than nothing at all. That virtus 


hich in a ereature who has no fin wonld be acceptable and re- 
mmend him to the favour of Gob, is in the Stwwzx of no avail 


0 this, and renders him tio more acceptable than if he was whol- 


without it; becauſe it is all ſwallowed up and loſt in his ins- 
e guilt and odiouſnes, being infinitely curweighed by that, it - 


Wat in connection and in compariſon with it, it has no 1 
nd can be of no account; all it's influences is perfectly 5; Wk: 


kroyed by his ſin. 
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III. We hence learn why the moſ2ic diſpenſation was ſo en 
trived in the whole of it, as to exhibit the law of God in a m 
clear and ſtriking light. 

It is ſaid, ** The law was given by Moſes. but grace and tri 
„ came by Jeſus Chriſt,” “ Though goſpel grace, or the v 
of ſalvation throngh a mediator, was revealed by Moſes, yet th 
was done in a dark and faint manner by types and ſhadows : 

law in all its ſtrictneſs and glory, as a covenant of works, » 
held foremoſt and exhibited in the cleareſt light. and the who 
of the revelation given by Moſes was on deſign calculated to 
nifeſt what God's law is, and was therefore given in the form 
a covenant of works, law being moſt viſible and the outward fort 
of the whele, and what of goſpel grace was revealed, was coucl 
ed, and as it were hid under this cover of law, or a coverant« 
works. On this account, it may be called a legal diſpenſation 
and in this view I ſuppoſe it is, that St, Paul in his epiltles 
5a calls this revelation and the moſaic diſpenſation, / 

aw, | | 

It was of great importance and neceſſary that the law of Go 
ſhould be thus revealed in order to prepare the way for a mo 

— and full revelation of goſpel grace which was made by ell 

| hriſt, Yea, the grace of the goſpel could not be'revealedin 
it's greatneſs and glory in any other way, The law muſt be f 
. extant in all it's ſtrictneſs extent id glory, and muſt be well u 
* derſtogd, in order to mens knowing their own character as ſinn 
and underſtznding and embracing the way of ſalvation by grac 
through a mediator, ' | 


* * 
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And on this ground only can the doctrine of juſtification at 
ſalvation by free grace, through faith, without works, be eſt: 
liſhed and vindicated, and all boaſting be wholly and forever e 
cluded, and tbe ſinner effectually hnmbled. For if the virtue 

2 ſinner does in any degree recommend him to God, ſo that 
by reaſon of this ſtands in leſs need of free grace than if he h 
none; then whenever he becomes virtuous, whether before ju 
fication or after. he has ſome ground of boaſting. and has a wal 
thineis of his own to recmmend him to the divine favour and 
wands: fo has leſs need cf the merit and righteouſneſs of Chri 
the more virtuous he is, Therefore the Chriſtian who all ackno 
ledge has ſome virtue, hath whereof to glory; bas ſomething 

bes own to recommend him tc Gop: and the more he increa 

in holineſs, the leſs need he has of the merit of Chriſt, and t 

leſs indehted be ic to free gra e for ſalvation.” 


I have often wondered that they who make the objection abc 
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IV. wur has been ſaid on this ſubject may help all wh are 
quiring, to determine whether their religion is of the right 
nd, or not, BE. : 
Has it had it's foundation in the knowledge of Gop's law? 
de this given you the knowledge and conviction of yeur own 
\ſulneſs, and of the dreadful ſtate you are in as a finner ? Per- 
ns may have a great deal of ſolicitude about their fouls, and 
eir eternal ſtate, and have a great deal of religion, ſuch as it 
and yet be quite ignorant of the law of Gop; and ſo have no 
ue conviction of fin, This ſeems to have been the caſe with the 
dung man whe came to Chriſt with this important queſtign, 
What ſhall I do that I may inherit eternal life?“ He appear- 
| to be greatly engaged about his eternal intereſt ; but at the 
me time — himſelf to be quite ignorant of the law of 
ob, and ſo of his own true characer.- | 
Many have appeared to be in great terrors and diſtreſs about 
heir ſouls and a future ſtate, for a time, who have had no true 
onvictiem of firi by the law. They are not able to give any diſ- 
n& and intelligible accoùnt of the ground of their concern, 
here have been many of this ſort in times of great and general 
wakening, and ſolemn attention to the things of religion, they, 
hearing terrifying preaching, or, ſeeing others in great dif» 
refs about their ſouls, or from ſome other cauſe, are themſelves 
rrified with fears they ſhall go to hell. But if they are examin- 
d, they cannot give a rational account about the matter: and all 
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0 not ſee where the principle they go upon, will lead them, if 
hllowed in it's genuine conſequences, If the virtue of a ſinner 
does in any degree recommend him to favour, and render him 
nere worthy of it, or leſs ill-deſerving; which is the maxim they 
bund their objections upon; then fin is not an infinite evil, ſo 
ves not deſerve an infinite puniſhment, ' And then there is no 
ſeed of an infinite atonement, and infinitely meritorious righte- 


ted that the mediator ſhould be a divine perſon. Or rather, na 
ed of any mediator at all: ſo we are ſoon landed in Deiſm. 
Nor can we ſtop here; for the denial of the infinite evil of ſin, is 
n effect a denial of the exiſtence of the infinitely perfet and glo- 
nous Gop, and will therefore carry thoſe that follow it in it's 
g 3 into all the abſurdities and horrqrs of Atbeiſin 
ett , 

Thus important is the doctrine of the infivite evil of fin! To 
pre this up, is to give up Chriſtianity, And if it is admitted, the, 
etion above-mentioned falls to the ground. The neceſſity of 
de ſinner's exerciſing virtue antecedent to his juſtification, and 
u order to it, is not becauſe he needs any worthineſs of his ov n. 


Wuſneſs, in order to the pardon and ſalvation of finners ; ſo no 


ah | 
# 0. . 
* — apprehenſions about fin and hell ſeem to be confuſed oil 
imaginary. After they have continued in theſe terrors for a vin 
they receive light and comfort, as they call it: and this ifWres 
confuſed and imaginary as their preceeding terrors were. Miri 
al; without any true knowledge of the law, fin, the character Wal 
the mediator, and the way of ſalvation by him. No wonder nc 
the religion which has ſuch a foundation and beginning, iſſues 
mad Enthuiuſm, or a careleſs immoral life, or both, | 
Eut let us proceed in the inquiry. ab! 
Has the law come, and in the light of this, have you ſeen M d 
own character, and been convinced of fin? Have you been ca 
vinced that you was nothing but fin, guilt and vileneſs ; am 
you are by nature totally corrupt, and wholly without any gol 
thing. All who have the knowledge of Gov's law fall under i hig 
conviction. And they who neyer ſee themſelves in this light, mai | 
depend upon it, that they have not been truly convinced of fi 
and are ignorant cf themſelves in a degree which is inconſiſtei pr! 
with true religion, 
Have you been brought to ſee and feel yourſelves wholly 
mow for every thing in you that is not perfectly conformed wir! 
oD's law; or, for every thing ſhort of perfe& holineſs : tha 
you have no excuſe for not obeying God's law perfectly? Aeg 
is it become eaſy and natural for you to take all rhe blame to your 
Ives ? any appear not to be brought to this; and fo not iv. 


— In ! 
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or can have any; but becauſe by this alone can his heart be ſe 
nuited to the mediator, as to be the proper ground of his being 
looked uvon and treated as ſo far Ons with him, as that his me-! 
Fit and righteouſneſs may be properly imputed to him, or reckon · r 
ed in his favour, ſo as to avail for his pardon and juſtification. 

It is perhaps worthy to be particularly obſerved here, that the 
ſinner's virtnons exerciſes which are neceſſary in order to his juſt 
rication, couſiſt ſummarily in a ſenſe of his own infinite unwor- 
thineſs and ill - deſert in God's ſight, grounded on a convidtion 
and ſenſe of heart of the excellence and worthineſs of the divine 
character and law; and of his need of the moſt free, ſovereign Wor: 
and infinite grace, in order to his pardon and ſalvation ; and a 
real willingneſs to be thus beholden to free grace, and receive all 
he wants from Gop as from a ſovereign benefactor, being in him- 


elf ir finitely miſerabe, vile and ill-deſerving. 
Such feelings as there, ſurely, have no tendency to obſcure the 
grace of God, or make the ſinner ſenſeleſs of it, and diſpoſe him 
to c calt and truſt in himſelf ; for they conſiſt in directly the con- 
trary, even in the ſinner's acknowledging and exacting divine 
grace and abaſing himfelf, And the more fully the ſinner comes 
quo ſuch views and exerciſes, the more is Con grace Boner 


dz 5. a „* 
ave the true Foavledge of their ſinfulneſ. They fay, * We A 
n do nothing of ourſeſves. We are poor weak, impotent et ca- 
ures, and can do nothing any further than Gao aſſiſs by his 
ItWpirit.” And though this is in a ſenſe true; yet they evidently | 
ea of this as ſome excuſe to them for not being perfectly holy, 
not living in a high degree of the exerciſe of faith and holineſi. 
ech have not the true knowledge of Gop's law, and have not 
es convinced of ſin, as Gop's people are. Man is under no 
ability to come up to all that Gop's law requires, which in a- 
degree abates his obligation to perfect holineſs, or affords the 
alt excuſe for the want of it. The true Chriſtian takes all t 
ame to himſelf for every thing in him that is contrary to Gop's 
ww, or that is ſhort of perfect holineſs, He ſees and owns his 
bligation to be perfectly holy; and condemns and takes ſhame 
> himſelf before Gop conſtantly, for every thing wherein he 
alls ſhort of coming up to this moſt perfect and excellent rule: 
or he always conſiders this law as the only rule of his duty. 
Has the law of God //ain you, ſo that you bave found it to 
2 unto death? Have yon found yourſtlves juſtly under the 
arſe of this law, deſerving eternal damnation ? Has it killed 
| your hopes of recommending yourſelves to God in the lea 
egree by any of your own virtue and doings, and cured you of 
| ſuch attempts? Thus Paul ſays it was with him. I was 
Ive without the law once: but when the commandment came, 
in revived, and I died.“ Thus it is with every true Chriſtian. 
Do you like the law of God, conſidered in all its ſtrictneſs a: 
oF bole extent; and love it, and delight in it as holy, jul 
oed?“ Can you ſay with the Pſalmiſt, O how love I thy 
- law! It is my meditation all the day.“ This is the charac» 
„r of every good man; His delight is in the law of the Logo, 
and in his law doth he meditate-day and night.” + Are yoy 
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nd exalted by him, at the greater diſtance is he ſer from pride 
nd boaſting, and the more is he humbled. The goſpel is con- 
rived and planned to a baſe man, and exalt and honor free and 
orereign grace. Therefore, whenever the ſinner underſtands it, 
nd ſubmits to the truth contained in it, and has his heart form- 
d, and exereiſes himſelf according to them, he is effectually 
umbled, and free grace is by him exalted. And it is no matter 
ow ſoon he comes to theſe views and exerciſes; for he never will 
WW: humbled and diſpoſed to truſt in and exalt free grace till he 
Wits. And if his coming to theſe exerciſes before he is juſtified is 
neonſiſtent with free grace in his ſalvation ; ſo is his ever exery 
ing virtue as long as he exiſts, | 5 


Kon, vi. 12, 22 4 Pier, crix 97. + Peax, i, as 


* e " 


* r 18 by. | 
diſpoſed and ready to juſtify Gop in making and maintaining 
ſuch @ law in the manner he does? Do you revere, love and he 


. 


And does the love to this law that Chriſt hath manifeſted, an 


him his life, greatly recommend him to your eſteem and love? [ 


4 dil! of joy above thy fellows.” * And it is this that recommend 


evident and certain is it then, that he who does not underſtand 


life, not defiring the laws ſhou!d be abated in its ſtrictneſs 0 


be helped to determine what is the nature ef your religion 


to be not of the right kind, if impartially tried by this rule, | 


all their exerciſes and ations, which is as contrary to the Jove 0 


t 2 1 
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nor the character of the Deity, hereby exhibited to your view! 


his diſpoſition and zeal to maintain ard honor it, though it 'col 


was this that recommended him to the Father, as it is written 
him: Thou haſt loved righteouſneſs, and hated iniquity, 
* therefore Gop, even thy Gop, hath anointed thee with ie 


him to every true Chriſtian, In this his excellency chrefly con 
fiſts: and in his confilts his merit and righteouſneſs, in which 
the believer truſts for pardon and acceptance with Gop, Hoi 


and love the law of Gop, does not ſee Chriſt's exeellency, na 
know wherein his worthineſs and righteouſneſs. conſiſts ; ſo doe 
not love him nor truſt in him! 

Do you long for, ſeek and ſtrive after conformity to this law} 
Is this the rule you kp in view as the meaſure of all your ex 
erciſes and conduct; looking upon yourſelves as finful ſo far: 
you are not conformed to this moſt perfect rule in heart ar 


brought down to yon in the leaſt degree: but deſiring yourſelve 
to attain to that perfect holineſs which it requires, as an eſſentia 
purt of that ſalv tion you truſt in Chriſt for; and knowing and 
feeling that you cannot be perfectly happy in any other way, ot 
in any attainment ſhort of this? This is moſt certainly true 0 
every real Chriſtian, Such not only love the law of Gon 
and ſeek conformity to it as the only rule of their duty, bu 
as their happineſs: and the heaven they are ſeeking for, couſi 
chiefly in this, in their view. 

Do you place all your religious attainments, in conformit 
and obedience to this law? Do the exerciſes of your religio 
conſiſt in love to Gop and your neighbour; and in thoſe thing 
which are implied in this, and reſult from it? by this you ma 


There are many, it is to be feared, whoſe religion will appea 


conſiſts either in ſelf-love, or ſelfithneſs; this being the ſpring 0 


Gop'and our neighbour, as darkneſs is to light, or as fin is te 
holineſs. Or it conſiſts wholly in ſome extraordinary impulſe 
and agitations of mind, or a ſet of religious exerciſes and exper! 
ences, as they call them; in great diſcoveries and high flights o 
affection, joy, Oc. which when examined, appear to have _nothing 
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love to Gop or to man in them: ſo have no real conformi- 
to Gop's law, or any tendency to it. When a perſons reli- 
ous exereiſes and experiences appear to be of this kind: eſpeci- 
ly when this is apparent in the fruit; they not leading to, an 
uing in conformity to the law of Goo in life and converſation, 
e may depend upon it, his religion is all wrong, 
Do you grow in a ſenſe of your own ſinfulneſs? This is al- 
ays the caſe with true Chriſtians, who have the knowledge of- 
in by the law. As they increaſe in a diſceraing and ſenſe of the 
xcellence and glory of the divine character and law, they ſee 
nore and more of their own true character as ſinners; and are 
tence led to ſee more of the depth, ſtrength, and extent of wick- 
dneſs in their hearts, as it diſcovers itſelf in its various actings. 
hey are conſtantly making progreſs in diſcoveries of this kind ; 
Ind mommy in a ſenſe of the ſinfulneſs of every fin: ſee more 
and more of its infinite odiouſneſs and ill deſert. There are ma- 
y profefing Chriſtians who talk and act as if they thought they 
had done with conviction of fin as ſoon as they became Chriſtians, 
the conviction of fin they. have any notien of is ſomething 
rhich preceeded their ſuppoſed converſion: and ſince that they 
oe had very little ſenſe of fin, or concern about their own ſin- 
Fulneſs, It is not ſo with the true Chriſtian. When he firſk 
nal onmenced a Chriſtian, he began to ſee his own ſinſulneſs in 4 
due ight, and all that went before was a very deficient, partial 
conviction, and is nothing compared with this. And conviction 
ef fin has attended, and kept pace with all his religious 
op Mererciſes and attainments. Therefore, while the hypocrite, 
ir the profeſſor who is not truly converted, is bloated, , 
lifted up and proud, and grows in a high eſteem of his on 
excellence and attainments, being ignorant of his dwri true 
ait character; the real Chriſtian, as he makes advances in the 
knowledge of Gop and his law, is conſtantly growing leſs, 
more mean, odidus and ill-deſerving, in his own eyes, and Jink- + 
nan down, in a growing ſenſe of his own infinite vileneſs and ill 
on Moclert; viewing himſelf as all over defiled and abominable; con- 
ea benning, abaſing and abhoring himſelf, and repenting in duſt 
and aſhes, E: 3 | 
„v. Tris may ſerve as matter of awakening and warning ta 
» offi "penitent Chriſtleſs ſinners, | x : 
oY The ſtri&neſs and extent, the importance, unchangeable ex- 
tllence and glory of the law you are under, and which you 
eri have broken; and the infinite dreadfulneſs of the puniſhment in- 
o duded in the curſe of it, conſpire to admoniſh you of the fad and 
in (readful caſe-you are in. How many and how great muſt your 
ins be! You have hitherto done nothing but e e this law 
in all your exerciſes and conduct. The number of your fins is 


bo great it exceeds all account, And how amazingly aggravaty 


| “rf! Tn. 
elf are all your fins, which have been committed under ſucb light, 
atid the offers of the moſt wonderful mercy! What amazin 
wrath and vengeance hangs over your heads continually ! Why 
aſtoniſhing aggravated damnation are you conſtantly expoſed ty 
fall into! And conſider the impoſſibility of your eſcaping, in th 
way in which you are, The law of Gop will not, cannot be ſet 
aſide; it muſt have its courſe though you and thouſands mon 
periſh moſt dreadfully forever, | 
O, be intreated to conſider yourſelves, and take warning, and 

fee from the wrath to come. There is but one poſſible way d 
eſcape, even l Jeſus Chriſt the Mediator, who has beeq 
made a curſe that he might deliver ſinners from it, who fly tg 
him for refuge. He now, as with open arms, invites you to 
come and put your truſt in him for pardon. and ſalvatton, if 
you will hearken to him, he ſhall be made of God unto you vil. 
dom, righteonſneſs, ſanctification and redemption“ He will be 
* as a hiding place from the wind, and a covert from the tem- 
peft.” } Then may you ſay wich confidence and joy, . Ln the 
« Loxd have I righteouſneſs and ſtrength: for in the Lord 
mall all the ſeed of Iſrael be juſtified, and ſhall glory. 4 
VI. Let us all be hence excited to Attend to, and ſtudy th 
law of Gop with application to ourſelves, Joo © 
This is the law which is written on the heart of every-Chrilt- 
an, in the knowledge and view of which he exerciſes himſelf ig 
Chriſtian holineſs. This is the rule of his life; and in the light" 
df this he ſees his own natural face, and is humbled, and exercif; nd 
es faith in Chriſt and every Chriſtian grace. And ſo far as the . 
law of God is overlooked and neglected, juſt ſo far is all true: 
Chriſtianity overlooked and loft, Let us then carefully and con- 
ftantly look into this perfe law of liberty, and continvie therein, 
in this way we are not forgetful bearers of the word, hut doen 
work we ſhall be bleſſed in our deeds. { 
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The Cauſe, Nature, and Means, of a 
hange in which Men are born of GOD. 
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ohn i. 13. Wuicn were Born, vor or BrooD, vox 
or THE WILL OF THE FLESH, NOR OF THE WILL OF 


Man, zur or GOD. 


N the words preceeding theſe we are told, in what way per- 
ſons become the ſons of Gop ; viz. by receiving Chriſt, or 
lieving on his name. It is by virtue of their union of heart to. 
hriſt the eternal Son of Gop, which conſiſts in cleaving to him 
ad truſting in him, iif@te character of mediator between Gon 
nd man, that they are received into the relation of ſons, and 
ade heirs of God, and joint heirs with Jeſus Chriſt. 

In the text we are told by whom they who thus become the 
dns of Gop are brought into this ſtate of union to Jeſus Chriſt, 
nd made to exiſt ih this relation ; or who 1s the cauſe or author 
their thus receiving Chriſt, or believing in him, by which they 
come the ſons of Gop, which is here called à being born, 
Vhen a child is born into the world, there is ſome cauſe of this 
roduction; this living, perfect child: ſo, when any perſon be- 
omes a new creature, and in a ſenſe enters into a new world, e- 
en into the kingdom of Gop, by believing on the name of Jeſus - 
hrift, there is ſome agent which is the cauſe of this. 
The Evangeliſt firſt tells us what this is not effected by. 
Which were born, not of blood.” That is, not by natural 
eneration or deſcent. St. Paul ſays, © Gop hath made of one 
lad all nations of men.” * That is, he hath produced all na- 
ons by natural deſcent from one man. The evangeliſt here tells 
„ that the birth he ſpeaks of is a quite different thing from 
his; it is not produced by natural generation or deſcent from 
ather to ſon: it does not thus run in the bliod, and is not 
ranſmitted from generation to generation in this way. Men do 
ot become the ſons of God, they are not regenerated, and do 
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not become believers in Chriſt, by any thing derived from thy 
natural parents; by their deſcent from them, and near relat 
to them, by which the blood of the parents does, as it were, 
in their veins. The piety or holineſs of the parents has no in 
ence or hand in this production, as a cauſe ; it does nothing y 
wards regenerating, or producing faith in the child. The ch 
of the moſt holy parent is by nature as corrupt, and as far fr 
this birth, and always will be<-fo, without ſome other caſe; 
influence, as are the children of the ungodly. 

In this aſſertion there ſeems to be a particular deſign to con 
dict and oppoſe a then prevailing notion among the Jews, ü 
they were the ſons of Gop by blood, as they were the childr 
of Abraham, Of this they boaſt to our Saviour, and ſay, d 
they were Abraham's ſeed, and therefore that Gop was their! 
ther; as if by being the children of Abraham, they were the 
of God.“ In oppoſition to this notion of theirs, John Bapt 
fays to them, Begin not to ſay within yourſelves, We have 
* braham to our father : for I ſay unto you, that Gop is at 
of theſe ſtones to raiſe up children unto Abraham,” + 

Nor of the will of the fleſh, By fleſh is meant man in hisn 
tural, corrupt ſtate, as he is antecedent to regeneration, Th 
is the meaning of fleſh as it is uſed in many places in holy cry 
ture: which is evident, among other things, by its being fn 
quently put in oppoſition to the Spirit; and to be in the fel 
and to walk after the fleſh, or to be carnal, is ſpoken of as 
| realy oppoſite to being ſpiritual, having the Spirit of Chriſt, at 
walking after the Spirit, and as if there was no medium betwee 
them. 1 What is here aſſerted then is, that perſons are not reg 
nerated by any inclinations, choice, or exertions of their own, whi 
they were in a ſtate of unregeneracy. They do not, by thee 
erciſe of their own wills, or by their endeavours, do any thin 


towards their being born again; nor do they co-operate in ¶ 


leaſt degree with the efficient cauſe. So far from this, that 
their inclinatiohs, and every act of will and exertion of theirs, 
in direct oppoſition to it; for the fleſh a/ways luſteth againſt tl 
Spirit. 

It is, indeed, as great an abſurdity as can be thought of, to ſug 
Poſe that the corrupt, vicious heart does any thing towards 
becoming holy, or exerciſes any will or choice that has the lea 
| tendency to it: as abſurd as to ſuppoſe that the exerciſe of peri 
ſelfiſhneſs, has a tendency to produce benevolence; or, that 
heart is made better, and becomes holy, by the conſtant exerct 
of luſt and wickedneſs. For all the exerciſes and volitions of 

Joux viii. 33, 41. + Luxs iii, 8, f Jon ii, 
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rrupt, unregenerate heart, are certainly the exerciſes of ſin, It 
as nevertheleſs of importance that this ſhou!d be particularly 
ſerved by the Evangeliſt, when treating of this matter ; — : 
wever Plain it is, and though the contrary is ſo very abſurd, 
en are ready to imagine they may be born again by the will of 
e fleſh: or at leaſt, that by the exertions of their own wills and 
Jeavours, they may do ſomething towards it, In this deluſion 
ſuppoſe all men naturally are: and that no man heartily and 
ally gives up this point, until he is taught of Gov. And mul- 
tudes of profeſſing Chriſtians do perſiſt in expreſsly oppoſing what 
here aſſerted, all their days, But of this more will be ſaid be- 
re I have done. 

Nor of the will of man, That is. not by the power and in- 
ence of others. No one perſon is born again by the will and 
deavours of others, However pious and wiſe they are, and 
w much ſoever they exert themſelves to bring others to holi- 
6, they do in no degree produce the effect. If all the angels 
d ſaints in Heaven, and all the godly on earth, ſhould join 
eir wills and endeavours, and unitedly exert all their powers to 
generate one ſinner, they could not effect it; yea, could do no- 
ng towards it. It is an effect infinitely beyond the reach of 
ite wiſdom and power. Paul planted and Apollos warered ; 
but Gop giveth the increaſe. So then, neither he that plant- 
eth is any thing, neither he that watereth : but Goo that giv- 
eth the increaſe,” * k : 
St. Joux having declared what is not the cauſe of the new 
rth; proceeds to ſay in one word what it is, BuTor Gon, 
OD is the only efficacious agent, or efficient cauſe in this affair, 
is all to be wholly aſcribed to him. : 
Wnar I propoſe now, is particularly to inquire into this 
ange here ſpoken of, and called a being born: to conſider the 
ature of it, and wherein it conſiſts : and eſpecially how, and in 
hat ſenſe Gow is the author of it. 
And for the more diſtin& and clear treating this matter, I 
ould obſerve, that in this change, taken in its full extent there 
the agency both of Gop, the cauſe and author of it; and of 
an, who is the ſubje& of the change. God by his Spirit is 
e efficient cauſe ; by his agency and influence the change is pro- 
iced, Man's agency in the affair is in conſequence of the di- 
ne agency and influence, and is an effect and fruit of it; and 
nliſts in thoſe views and exerciſes of heart, in which the re- 
terate repent, turn to God, believe on Jeſus Chriſt, &c. which 
compriſed in true Chriſtian holineſs, or the new creature, The 
vine agency and operation, which is firſt, and lays the foun- 
don for all right views and exerciſes in the perſon who is the 
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ſabje, is called by divines RectentraTION. The holy ven 
and exerciſes of the ſubject, in which he receives Chriſt, or if 
lieves on his name, Oc, is called Coxnvers10N ; and ſometine 
active ' conver fron, to diſtinguiſh it from that previous operatio 
and change, wrought by the Spirit of Gop, in which Gop is 1! 
oaly agent, and man the ſubject does not ac, but is perfectly paſſi 
This ſubject, I coneeive, cannot be properly illuſtrated, and 
as to be well underſtood, without a diſtinct and particular atten 
tion to each of theſe in their nature, dependance, and connexion 
This is therefore what I would now attempt. 
| F IRST then, Let us conſider the divine agency, the work 
the Spirit of Gov, by which perſons are regenerated or born 
.Gop ; and which Jays the only foundation Be converſion or hi 
I; exerciſes in the ſubject. ' 
Concerning this, the following things may be obſerved, 
I. Tur only ground and reaſon of regeneration, or of the ng 
ceſlity of the regenerating influences of the Spirit of Gop, in or 
der to men's converting and embracing the goſpel, is the 1 
depravity and corruption of the heart of man in his natural, f 
len ſtate. | | 
By total corruption of the heart, I mean its being who! 
without any degree of right diſpoſition or principles, that ſhou 
be a foundation for holy exerciſes; but altogether under the dt 
minion of a contrary diſpoſition and principle; ſo that there 
no right exerciſe of heart, but every notion or act of the will 
wrong, corrupt, and ſinful. If this was not the caſe with mei 
there would be no need of his beginning a new kind of life, 
his being created anew, and made quite-a new creature, by ha 
ing new principle implanted in order to his ſalvation : the 
would be no neceſſity of that work of regeneration of which I a 
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now ſpeaking, in order to man's believing on Jeſus Chriſt, W vl 
not man wholly corrupt, he would naturally, as I may ſy, be \ 
{ 


lieve on Chriſt, without- any new ſpecial operation on his hea 
by the Spirit of Gop ; and would need nothing but to have t! bn 


diſpofition and principles which are naturally in his heart firengt! of 
ened and increaſed by exerciſe, in order to his ſalvation, But th! 
this is really the caſe with man; if. he is ſo far ſunk into corruf l. 
tion that he has not naturally the leaſt degree of diſpoſition * 
that which is good, but his heart is wholly and perfectly opp Fi] 
ſite to it: then no poſſible means and external applications wii 
be ſufficient to bring him to the leaſt degree of right diſpoſition | 
and exereiſe, or do any thing towards it. This can be effect“ 
ouly by the power and Spirit of Gov, which at firſt created 3 0 
ur 


things out of nothing, and implanted a right diſpoſition in m 

when he was firſt made. It is as abſurd to ſuppoſe that in th 

caſe right diſpoſition and exerciſes do take place in the hea! 

without the * influence of the Spirit of Gob, as it 
/ a 
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o ſuppoſe that the whole world came into exiſtence without" 
reating power, or from no cauſe at all, * <0 

Therefore, ſince the ground of the neceſſity of the regenerat- 
1g influences of the Spirit of Gop, is the perfect corruption and 
rickedneſs of the heart of man; he is wholly to blame for being 
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* As the doctrine of regenergtion, as I am about to explain 
Wit, has its foundation in the total depravity and corruption of 
man in his fallen, unrenewed ſtate; and ſeeing many things that 
vill be ſaid ſuppoſe this to be a truth, it may be proper in a 
marginal note to produce ſome of the evidence there is of this, 
which was omitted in the ſermon, as time would not allow of a 
particular attention to it, | 
As true holineſs conſiſts ſummarily in diſintereſted kind affec- 
tion to other beings, Gop, and the creature; or in true love 
and benevolence to being in general: ſo, ſinfulneſs or corruption 
of heart ſummarily conſiſts in the want of benevolence, and that 
which is directly oppoſite to this, to wit, /e/f/hneſ5, or, as it is 
ſometimes called, ſelHlovs; by which a perſon regards and ſeeks 
his own private, ſeparate intereſt, without any true diſintereſted 
regard to others, This /e/f/neſ+ is the root and eſſence of every 
df thing ſinful and wrong in the heart. Therefore to be wholly - 
re ¶ vithout diſintereſted affection or benevolence to others, and per- 
11 faly ſelfiſh, or altogether under the government of ſelf-love, in 
nee very exerciſe and action, is to be wholly corrupt. h 
According to this ſtate of the caſe, it appears that many who 
12 oppoſe the doctrine of the total depravity of man, and inſiſt that 
zer all men are virtuous in ſome degree, do, at the ſame time really 
a grant the thing they ſeem to oppoſe ; and even all they contend for 
WAY vhom they mean to confute: for they allow that ſelf- love is the 
bY digheſt principle from which men naturally act; and all the virtue 
ea they contend tor, conſiſts in ſelfithneſs; and is therefore nothing 
ti bit fin, So that, at bottom, the whole diſpute is about the nature 
iel virtue or holineſs, and in what it conſitts, And this ſtate of 
t dle caſe will go a great way in determining the queſtion, Whe- 
ul ther men are by nature wholly corrypt, or not? For every one 
n vho is much acquainted with mankind, and is a careful obſerver, 
pal Fill find abundance of evidence that they are, at leaſt the moſt 
wil « them, wholly ſelfiſh in their views and conduct. 
io But I have room only to hint theſe things here. If the reader 
a» defirons to go into a more particular and thorough examinati- 
289 0" of this matter, I recommend to him a Diſſertation on the na- 
nal ure of true virtue by the late preſident EDWARDS. Ta 
hy There is, in itſelf no more abſurdity or difficulty in ſuppoſing 
Achat man is wholly corrupt, than that he is corrupt in any degree. 
t WF bis Wart may be at all depraved, even in the leaſt degree, it 
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and continuing vnregenerate, or for that which unregeneraey 
conſiſts. If mankind are under any law at all, and are in the 
leaſt to blame for any thing, they are required to love Gop with 
all their hearts, and their neighbour as themſelves : and are whol. h 
ly to blame. for every degree in which they come ſhort of this; Mie 
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may as well, and as conſiſtent with the reaſon and nature of 
things, be wholly depraved: and yet man be a perfectly free a- 
gent, and as much the ſubje& of exhortations and commands, and 
of blame for every thing wrong and corrupt in him, as if his cor- 
ruption was leſs in degree. ' his is fo plain at firſt thought, 
think it needleſs to enter into a particular proof of it. I mention 
this here, however ; becauſe many have ſeemed to ſuppoſe that 
the doctrine of man's total depravity is inconſiſtent with his be- 
ing a free moral agent, and wholly to blame for not being per- 
fectly holy, or not coming up to all that God's law requires; Wm 
and have oppoſed the doctrine on this ſuppoſition, But how men MI 
of any thought and attention ſhould go into ſuch a miſtake, is ra 
really ſurpriſing, If any one will prove that total depravity is MWip 
inconſiſtent with liberty, or blame for not being perfectly holy, Mer 
& may be alſo proved, that every degree of depravity takes away ¶ be 
juſt ſuch a degree of liberty, and is. ſo far as it takes place, per- {Wan 
fectly excuſeable and inconſiſtent with blame; and, conſequently, MW he 
that there is no ſuch thing as crime, or blame-worthineſs, in na- {War 
ture, it being in itlelf a contradiction: and that a man cannot gi 
be reaſonably commanded cr exhorted to do that which he is not MW 
at the ſame time willing to do. | | to 
Though there are many things which appear in fact, and expe i 0; 
rience which render it probable, and even put it beyond all reaſon- ¶ hi 
able doubt that all men are by nature wholly corrupt; yet the cer- WA 
tain evidence and proof of this, is only in divine revelation, There- No 
fore omiting every other probable argument, I ſhall conſider what * 
evidence we have of this in the holy ſcriptures, This may be t 
done by the following obſervations, | A 
I. The ſcripture teaches us that all holineſs, even every degree g 
of it, is from God as the author of it: that it is the effect and MW h 
ift of his grace, and prodficed in man by his Spirit, It hence ſW * 
— that man has naturally no degree of that which is right u 
and good in his heart, but is wholly corrupt. h 
All the promiſes and predictions in the Bidle, of virtue and ho- MW 1 
lineſs, as what ſhall take place among men, and which Gos will i. 
cauſe to take place: and all the prayers put up to God for ho- 
lineſs; and acknowledgements and praiſes given to God for eve ih 
ry degree of right, diſpoſition and exerciſe, are ſo many ac- Wa 
| knowledgements and declarations, that all virtue and geodneſyin r 
J 


Han is from Gon; and that men left to themſelves, and as they 
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or every deſect in their hearts of this kind; and for every degree 
f contrary diſpoſition. Therefore to be perfectly indiſpoſed to 
hat which Gop's law requires, and wholly inclined to that 
yhich is contrary to it, is altogether and moſt perfectly inexcuſa- 
ble; and man is wholly to blame for all this and cringinal in pro- 
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atnrally are, are wholly without it. It ſeems needleſs to refer 
o particular paſſages of this kind: the Bible is full of them from 
beginning to end, In the holy ſcriptures Gop is every where 
repreſented as much the author of all virtue in men, as of any 
thing whatſoever; and this is conſtantly ſpoken of as his free and 
gracious gift to man, The undeniable conſequence from this is, 
that man is naturally wholly without it.—But not to dwell on 
this, I proceed to ſay, | N 
There are many paſſages of ſcripture which expreſſty aſcriba all 
moral good that is in man to God as the author and giver of it, 
whenever it takes place, as ſomething more than what is natu- 
ral to man, I ſhall here only mention a few of this kind. Gon 
ſpeaks of himſelf as cauſing men to walk in his ways (i. e. to ex- 
erciſe and practice holineſs) by ſubduing and taking away a re- 
bellious temper, and giving them a new and oppoſite diſpoſition, 
and putting his ſpirit in them [Ezek. XXXVI 26, 27. ] A new 
Ys beart will I give yon, and a new ſpirit will I put within you, 
- and I will take away the ſtony heart out of your fleth, and I will 
t Wl give you an heart of fleſh: and I will put my ſpirit within you, 
t and cauſe you to walk-in my ſtatutes.” And Gop ſpeaks of love 
to him, in which all virtue ſummarily conſiſts, as the effect of his 
operation on the heart which is called circumciſing the heart to love 
- him, which before was directly contrary to this Deut. xxx. 6,] 
* WA heart to know God, which is a virtuous, holy heart is ſpoken 
* Wotfasthegiftof Gon; and is what men are naturally without. Jer. 
t viv. 7.7] „And I will give them an heart to know me that. I am 
e the Lox p: and they ſhall be my people and I will be their Gop,” 
An inclination of heart to walk in God's ways is ſpoken of, as the 
gift of Gop, and what men are naturally without, by Solomon in 
lis prayer at the dedication of the temple [i Kings viii. 58.7] 
That he may ixcline our hearts unto him, to walk in all his 
WW Vays &c.” St. Paul ſays, ** It is not of him that willeth, nor of 
him that runneth, but of Gos that ſheweth mercy,” [Rom. ix. 
16.7. e. If any one is well inclined, wills and chooſes that which 
Wright, and works that which is good, by which he obtains ſal- 
action, this is not from any thing in him naturally; but is to be 
vholly aſcribed to the grace of Gov, who has, inclined his heart, 
and worked in him thus to will and do. And this is exactly pa- 
rallel with the following words, It is God which worketh in 


Jou both to will and to do.“ [Phil. ii, 13] Here all holigels in 
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portion to the degree in which it takes place, if there is any fud 
as things crimmalneſs or blame in the univerſe, I defire this may 
particularly obſerved, and born in mind through all the follo 
ing diſcourſe ; for many, I perceive, are apt to make a miſtal 
Here, by which this mattcr is often ſet in a wrong and moſt abſ 
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men is aſcribed to the powerful operation of God working 
them, which lays the foundation, and is the cauſe of all theſe er 
erciſes of will in which holineſs conſiſts: therefore they in whor 
Gop does not thus work, are. wholly corrupt, have no degree u 
right diſpoſitien and will, All goodneſs in man is aſcribed u 
Gov, as the author of it, in the ſtrongeſt terms, by St. Pauh, 
C 1 Cor. iii. 5, 6, 7.] * Who then is Paul, or who is Apolloy 
but miniſters by whom ye have believed, even as the Lord gave t 
every man? I have planted, Apollos watered : but God givel 
the increafe. So then neither is he that planteth any thing, nor! 
. that watereth : but God that giveth the increaſe.” The increa 
which God is here ſaid to give, is holineſs, or that faith by 
which they believed, even as God pave lo every man, Agreeablt 
to this he ſays to the believers at Corinth, Chap. iv. 7.] ** Wh 
maketh thee to differ from another ? And what haſt thou which 
thou haſt not received?“ And he ſays of himſelf [chap. xv. 10. 
„But by the grace of Gop 1 am what I am: and his grace 
«© which was beſtowed on me was not in vain ; but I laboured 
% more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace 0 
„God which was with me,” Here the apoſtle aſcribes all his 
_ holineſs to Gop, as the author of it, by which he was made to 
differ from Saul the perſecutor. And in his epiſtle to the Ephe- 
"fans [chap. ii. 1,—10.] they are repreſented to be, in common 
with all mankind, dead in treſpaſſes and ſins, that is, deſtitute 
of all goodneſs, and wholly corrupt. And the life they had re · 
ceived in their recovery to holineſs is aſcribed to Gop, and their 
faith is ſaid to be his gift; in order to which they were made 
new creatures by Go, being created in Chriſt Jeſus. This whole 
paſſage taken together, ſets this matrer in the ſtrongeſt light, and 
aſſerts that all Chriſtian virtue, and every right diſpoſition is 
from Gop, which he works in them by his power, and which 
is directly oppoſite to every thing that is in them by nature; e- 
ven as oppoſite as life is to death. The ſame thing is 
again aſſerted by St. Paul [ Col. ii. 13. ] And you, being dead 
in your fins, and the uncircumciſion of your fleſh, hath be guicl- 
ened together with bim. | 

2. That men are naturally deſtitute of every degree of that 
which has the nature of true holineſs, is moſt evident from ſcrip- 
ture, in that the promiſes of ſalvation are every where made te 
them who exerciſe the Jet degree of this, or of that which is op- 
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ht, Tt is common for perſons, who believe they muſt be borfi 
Rain in Mer to be ſaved, to think themſelves not at all to blame 
at their hearts are not holy, or for that in which their unrege- 
racy conſiſts; for, ſay they. We cannot change our own 
arts, this is the work of _ And it has been common to 
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fire to fin ; and ſuch have the character of good and holy per- 
ns, in diſtinction from others. Now, if the leaſt degree of 
oodneſs intitles a man to ſalvation. and denominates him a 
ood man, then all men are naturally, wholly, without any degree 
this, and ſo wholly corrupt; for all men are repreſented as 
nurally in a ſtate of condemnation, and wholly deſtitute of that 
hich is neceſſary in order to their ſalvation, 

It is needleſs to refer to particular paſſages oß ſcripture in proof 
f this obſervation. Every pne who is in any meaſure acquaint- 
{ with his Bible, muſt know that good men are there characte- 
ned by the kind of their exerciſes, and not by the degree ; fo 
hat he who has the /eaft degree of that kind, is hereby diſtin- 
wiſhed from the wicked, and the promiſes of Gop's favour, and 
ternal life, are made to him. Thus, he that loves Gop or his 
eghbour, he who has the leaſt degree of this kind. is diſtin- 
zuilhed from the wicked as a good man, and is intittled to all the 
livine promiſes. And the promiſes of the goſpel are made to 
ith, repentance, &c. not to any particular degree of theſe ; 
herefore to the laſt degree, And-the leaſt degree of reipect and 
ore to Jeſus Chriſt, even that which will influence a perſon to 
five ſo much as a cup of water for his ſake and out of reſpect to 
him, has the promiſe of eternal life. Yea, if a man does fo much 
x truly dere ſalvation, ſo as heartily to aſk for it, he has the 
promiſe of it. | | 

Now, if all men were not by nature wholly corrupt,. but have 
degree of rea! goodneſs, or any thing of that kind, the matter 
could not be ſo Rated in the Bible as it is, The promiſes muſt 
luve been made not to the leaſt degree of goodneſs, or to him 
vho has any thing of this kind; but to thoſe who riſe to a cer- 
uin pitch or degree of goodneſs: and this muſt have been mark- 
ed out, and diſtinguiſhed from all the lower degrees of this kind; 
hich all men have, and which they may have, — periſh. 

We may hence conclude with great certainty therefore, that all 
men are naturally without any degree of that in which true holi- 
neſs conſiſts ; and have not the leaſt true reſpe& to Jeſus Chriſt ; 
ad are wholly without any true deſires of him, or ſalvation by | 
him: yea are real enemies to him, and all true holineſs, * » 

If it ſhould be ſaid, that wicked men, even the worſt of them, 
We repreſented as having ſome love to Gop; and that the bad- 
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repreſent man's depravity and moral impotency in ſuch a light 
to be inconſiſtent with his being directly to blame ſor pot bei 
holy, or not believing on Chriſt, &c. And conſequently they ha 
repreſented the whole duty of the unregenerate to conſiſt in thi 
endeavours and doin gs which are antecedent to regeneration, 


neſs of their character lies in loving other things more, when th, 
are ſaid to be lovers of pleaſures more than lovers of Goy 
{2 Tim. iii. 4.] and to“ love the praiſe of men more than 
Praiſe of God; [ John xii. 43. ]J It may be anſwered, 
1. Such expreſſions as theſe do not imply that theſe perſons h 
the leaſt degree of love to CoD. He who has no love to God, e 
tainly loves other things more than Good ; and this may as tn 
Iy and properly be aſſerted of him, as if he had love to Gopi 
in ſome degree, | | | 
2. The original words in theſe paſſages might be as well rer 
dered thus, lovers of pleaſures rather then lovers of Gop, & 
The ſame words are ſo tranſlated in the following places, Joh 
iii. 19. Acts v. 29. 1 Tim. i. 4. And it is certain the wore 
in John iii, 19. And men loved darkneſs rather than light, 
cannot mean, or imply, that they had ſome love to the light, bull / 
loved darkneſs more; for in the very next words it is ſaid, tha b. 
they hated the light, For every one that doeth evil hateth ti 
light,” If to be lovers of darkneſs rather (or more) than the ligl 
is not to love the light at all, but hate it: then to be lovers c 
pleaſures more, or rather, than lovers of Gop, is not to be lohn 
ers of Gop at all, but perfect enemies to him. | 
3 It is expreſsly aſſerted in many places in ſcripture that man 
kind are perte&ly deſtitute of all moral goodneſs. LY 
It is ſaid, [Gen. vi. 5.] God ſaw that the wickedneſs of ma 
was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the though 
of his heart was only evil continually.” - Here the tetal corrupt 
tion of the heart is affirmed in the ſtrongeſt terms. It is indee 
affirmed directly of the generation of men that lived immediate v 
before the flood; but if mankind are not naturally thus whol! 
corrupt, it is hard to ſay how all that generation ſhould be 1c 
The caſe was p'ainly this. Gop had left man to himſelf, 10 f 
on in his own way till he had acted out himſelf, and fully dil 
covered what was in man, what is his true character, And Go 
ſaw that it was this; every imagination of the thoughts of | 
Heart was only evil continnally.“ ; tat 
This ſame thing is very plaiply and repeatedly aſſerted in Rom 
$i, 10. 18. Ihe apoſtle here quotes a number of paſſages from th 
Old Teſtament, and applies them to-all mankind, as what 1s 
of every one in his natural Rate ;' otherwiſe the quotations. woul 
be nothing to his purpoſe, And here it is ſaid, . There 15 dr 
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not imply any real holineſs, or conformity to the law of G op. 
The abſurdity of this appears fo clearly even in ſtating the 
ter, that it ſeemy-needleſs further to expoſe it, This is to 
n the tables indeed, and to make man's duty wholly to lie net 
obedience to God's law; but in ſomething which is conſiſtent 
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rhteons no not one. There is none that underſtandeth, there 
none that ſeeketh after Goo. They are all gone out of the 
„, they are together become unprofitable, there is none that 
eth good, no not one. There feet are ſwift to ſhed blood. The 
xy of peace have they not known, There is no fear of Gop be- 
e their eyes.” This laſt ſentence, if no more had been ſaid, 
xs fully expreſs their total depravity ; for “ the fear of Gop is 
beginning of wiſdom,” #. e. of all moral good. Therefore, 
ere there is no fear of God, there is no degree of moral good - 
k, | . ; 8 
Man's total corruption in the ſtate in which he is born ĩs aſſert · 
by our Saviour, in what he ſays to prove that men muſt be 
m again in order to ſ:e the kingdom of Go. [ John iii. 6.1 
That which is born of the fleſh, is fleſh; and that which is 
Worn of the Spirit, is Spirit.“ Theſe words, whatever is meant 
f:h, or being born of the fleſh, do prove, that man, in order 
be ſaved, muſt have-princip. and diſpoſitions implanted in 
u, different from thofe with which he is born; which is called 
teing born of the Spirit: which could not be true. if man is 
| it naturally deftitute of all right principles and diſpoſition. 
on the meaning and force of theſe words will more fully appear 
comparing them with other paſſages of ſcripcure of the ſame 
t, and particularly conſidering what muſt be meant by ſeſb. 
doubtleſs means the. ſame here, as in other places where the 
ard is uſed for that which is diſtinguiſhed fromm the Spirit, and 
ot in oppoſition to it, as it is here. But in theſe places it is plain 
PE neans human nature in its natural, corrupt ſlate. St. Paul 
een uſes the word in this ſenſe, to be in the fleſh,” and to 
walk after the fleſh ;”” to have a fleſhly or carnal mind, is to. 
in that ſtate in which all men are, who are not true Chriſtians, 
| have not the Spirit of Chriſt, fo are not born of the Spirit; 
e Rom. viil. 5, 6, 7, 8, 9.] And the fleſh, or the mind of the 
b, or the carnal mind.“ which is the ſame, is here repre- 
ned as oppoſite to the Spirit, and enmity. againſt Gop: but 
Spirit, is a Spirit of holineſs. Therefore, the Spirit thar 
aturally in man, the Spirit or ming of the fi:ſh, is a Spirit of 
and oppoſition to Gop, This is again expreſsly aſſerted by 
ſame Apoſtle, [ Gal. v. 17.] The fleſh luſteth againſt the 
it, and the Spirit again the' fleſh: and theſe two are contra» 


ſhe one to the other . And he then goes on ta ſhew what are. 
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with perfect obedienee: and his fin to conſiſt, not in want of | 
to God, and oppoſition of heart to him; but in ſomething el 
ſo that a perſon may be perfectly ſinleſs (yea, really and perſe 
ly holy: for he does the whole of his duty) without a ſpark 
true holineſs or the leaſt degree of real conformity to the lay 
Go, | 
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works of the fleſh, and what the fruit of the Spirit, and ſets tl 
in direct oppoſition one to the other: the former are nothing b 
fin ; the latter holineſs: [Ver. 19.—23.] Now, if the fleſh is! 
direct oppoſition to the Spirit, and the works of the fleſh nothi 
but ſin; and if all who are not born»of the Spirit, and becgr 
| E Chriſtians, and do not walk in the Spirit, and crucify 
fleſh with the affections and luſts:” If all theſe are in the flel 
walk after the fleſh, and do the works of the fleſh; then all ſue 
are w corrupt, and their whole hearts are in oppoſitiont 
holngs, But this is really the caſe according to St. Paul, Ar 
in this view we may ſee the force of the words of our divine teac 
er. He ſays. in order to confirm what he had ſaid to Nicodem 
* That which is born of the fleſh, is fleſh ; and that which 
born of the Spirit, is Spirit.“ 2, D. The works of the fleſh, a 
all that it produces are like itſelf, even corrupt and ſinful. Wl 
is produced by the Spirit of Gop in men, is ſpiritual and holy 
therefore man muſt be born again of the Spirit, in, order tol 
ſaved. He mult have new diſpoſitions and principles which 
from the Spirit of GoDy, and directly oppoſite to all that is nat 
rally in man. In one word, if by the Spirit in theſe paſſages 
meant the Spirit of Gop, influencing and dwelling in the heart 
of the Saints, as a Spirit of life and holineſs; and being in ti 
Spirit, and living after the Spirit, &c. Means the exerciſe of h. 
Jlineſs ; (and it is impoſſible to find any other conſiſtent meaning 
then, their hearts, who have not the Spirit of Gop, are whol 
2 and perfectly oppoſite to Gop's law; yea, enmity again 
im. | 2 1 
And is not the total corruption of man's heart in his natu 
Rate, plainly aſſerted by St. Paul, when he ſays, [Tit. i. 15, 16. 
% Unto the pure all things are pure: but unto them that are de 
filed and unbelieving, is nothing pure; but even their mind an 
conſcience is defiled. They profeſs that they know Geb; b 
in works they deny him, being abominable, and unto euery e. 
work reprobate.” By the pure here are meant, the pure in he: 
the true believers in Chriſt, which are born of Gop. All othe 
are here repreſented as wholly defiled, without any good thing 
- altogether ſinful and abominable. + - : | 
This ſame total corruption of man is expreſsly deelared in thol 


| _ Pagllaes of ſeripture where all men are repreſented ia deed ing 
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1 wonld forewarn' my hearers, that I am about to teach nd re 

neration but what conſiſts in the removal of that from man's 

art, for which he is altogether to blame* and criminal, for 

aving it there: and the implantation of the principles of that 

ſe and holineſs which man is always under infinite obligations to 

re and exerciſe at all times. And the more need men ſtand 

of this regeneration by the ſpirit of Gop, the more criminal 

nd blame-worthy they are. I proceed to obſerve, * * 

II. Tus regeneration of which I am ſpeaking confiſts in a 

lange of the will or heart. The truth of this obſervation ap- 

ears from the foregoing as it is a plain conſequence from it. If 

te depravity and corruption of the heart is the only ground of 

te neceſlity of regeneration; then regeneration conſiſts in removes 

ig this depravity, and introducing oppoſite principles, and fo 

hing a foundation for holy exerciſes. But depravity or ſin lies 

holly in the heart, and not in the intelle&, or faculty of un- 

lerltanding, conſidered as Uiltin& from the will, and not inelud- 
g that. So far as the will is renewed or ſet right, the whole 

nind is right; for ſin and holineſs lie wholly in this. If moral 

lepravity does not lie in, or properly belong to the factulty af the 

underſtanding or the intellect, as diſtinguiſhed from the will or 

heart; than that operation of the Spirit of Gop, by which this 
s in ſome meaſure removed and moral rectitude introduced, does 

not immediately. reſpe& the underſtanding but the will or heart, 

and immediately produces a change in the latter not in the for» 

ner. It is allowed by all, I ſuppoſe, that regeneration does not 


* „ 
— — — 


antecedent to their being made alive by the Spirit of God in re- 
generation. [Eph. ii. 1, 5. Col. ii. 13.“ Even when we were 

dead in fins, hath he quickened us. And you, being dead'in your 
*, and the uncircumciſion of your fleſh, bath he quickened.” 

Here they are ſaid to be dead in their natural ſtate, in diſtinction 

from the life of holineſs to which they were brought by Gov's 
quickening power, and in oppoſition to it. If holineſs- is life, 

then death is ſin without any degree of holineſs; for there is no is 

in death, To put the matter beyond all diſpute, it is here ſaid, 

what this death conſiſts io, viz. fn. Hence it appears, I think, 

35 evident as any thing can be made by the moſt expreſs declara» 

tion. that when the Spirit of God regenerates the mind of man, 

he finds it perfectly deſtitute of all moral goodneſs, and Wholly 
corrupt: and that regeneration confiſts in 2 

of ſpiritual life and action in the heart, in which there was no 
degree of that kind before. In this work, the Spirit of Gos 
fads the heart dead, or an heart of ſtone; wholly deſtitute f 
f ſpiritual life and holineſs, and as oppalite to it, as-is A ſtone to 
ing gelb; yeay as death is to Ife... 
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produce any new nefural capacity or faculty in the foul, Th 
remain the ſame after regeneration, that they were before, 
far as they are natural, The change produced is a moral changy 
and therefore the will or heart muſt be the immediate ſubjed 
this change, and of the operation that effects it; for every thit 
of a mora] nature, belongs to the will or heart. ; 

As depravity or ſin began in the will, and eonſiſts wholly | 
the irregularity and corruption of that; ſo regeneration, or a 
covery from ſin in the renoyation of the mind, muſt begin h 
and wholly conſiſts in the change and renewal of the will. Th 

is not, nor can there be, any need of any other change, iti ord 
to the compleat renovation of the depraved mind, and its recoy 
ry to perfect holineſs. Therefore, I think, I have good groundWp"s 
to aſſert, that in regeneration the will or heart is the immediat 
ſubject of the divine operation and ſo of the moral change that i 
effected hereby. The Spirit of Gov in regeneration gives a new 
heart, an honeſt and good heart, He begets a right and goc 
taſte,. temper or difpoſition, and ſo lays a foundation for holy ex 
erciſes of heart #* 1 

But let us gg. on to the next particular, | 
III. In this change of which I am now ſpeaking, the Spirit of 
Gov is the only agent, and man the ſubje& is wholly paſſive; 
does not act, but is ated upon, * | 

In converſim man is active, and it wholly conſiſts in his ad 
but in regeneration the Spirit of Gop is the only active cauſe. : 
What has been ſaid already brings this truth into vie w. Thi '! 
cbange lays the only foundation for all right views and exerciſes 
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* IT is difficult, and perhaps impoſſible, to form any diſtinct and 
elear idea of that in the mind or heart, which is antecedent to 
all thought, and exereiſe of the will, or action, which we call 
principle, taſte, temper, diſpoſition, habit, &e. by which we mean 
nothing properly adive, but that from which right exerciſe of the 
will, or action ſprings, as the reaſon and foundation of it; and 

without which, there could have been no ſuch exerciſe. 
Perhaps the real truth of the matter, when examined with 
true, philcſophic, metaphyſical ſtrictneſs, will appear to be this, 
That what we call principle, diſpoſition or frame of the mind, 
which is antecedent to all right exerciſe of the heart; and 
is the foundation and reaſon of it; is wholly to be reſolved inte 
divine conſlitution or law of nature, But this I leave to the in- 
quiry and deciſion of thoſe who are inclined to examine this mat- 
ter to the bottom, ſeeing J have not room here to go into a more 
1 —— of it; and, whatever is at re the 
truth of the caſe, nothing will be ſaid on this fubject chat imme: 
diately depends upon it. | . { "4.38 2 
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the heart; and is therefore antecedent to all ſuch. To fups 
ſe that the perſon is not wholly poſitive in this change there 
„is to make him active, before he begins to ac The man 
o is the ſubje& of this change is indeed active antecedent to it: 
t by the ſuppoſition all the exertions and exerciſes of his heart 
e corrupt and wrong, . and in dire& oppoſition to the Spirit of 
00, Before this change the heart is wholly ſinful; a heart of 
ne, an impenitent, rebellious heart, and all the exereiſes of it 
e acts of rebellion, in oppoſition to Gov, his ſpirit and law. 
his change is therefore wrought in the heart by the ſpirit of 
od in direct oppoſition to all its biaſes, inclinations and exer» 
ons, by which they are, in a meaſure, overcome and deſtroyed; 
da new and oppoſite principle and inclination created or im- 
inted. Man is therefore ſo far from being active in producing 
is change, or having any hand in it by voluntarily falling in 
th, or ſubmitting to the divine operation, or co-operating with 
te ſpirit of God, that the whole ſtrength of his heart oppoſes 
untill it is effected and actually takes place: he is therefore 
oſt perfectly paſſive. When Adam was created, and his mind 
med, prepared and diſpoſed to right and holy action, it is eaſy 
) ſee he was altogether paſſive untill he began firſt to act in conp 
quence of his being thus formed, for which action a foundation 
as laid in his creation. This is a parallel with the caſe before 
s: only with this difference, that what is cauſed to take place 
the mind in regeneration, is in direct oppoſition to all that was 
ue heart before: whereas in the formation of Adam's heart 
right exerciſes and aQion, there was nothing to be oppoſed ar 
'Wounteraced, | 1 
V. Tais change is wrought by the ſpirit of God in mediale - 
That is, it is not effected by any medium or means whatio- 
er, bh ; | ' Py 
The operation of the ſpirit of God in this caſe is as immedT- 
te, or as much without any means, as that by which Adam's 
ind was at firſt formed. In that there was no medium, no 
beans made uſe of in creating the mind formed and diſpoſed o 
ght action. Gow ſaid, **.Let ir be,” and it was: the Almigh · 
' fr/t produced it immediately, or without any co-operating 
heans, So it is in this caſe ; there is no conceivable medium by 
#hich this change is wrought, any more than there is in creation 
ut of nothing, The ſinners own thoughts, exerciſes and en- 
leavours cannot be a means of this change; for they are all in - 
lrect oppoſition to it, as has been juſt obſerved. - ___ 
would particularly obſerve here, that light and truth, or 
the word of God, is not in any degree a means by which this 
lange is effected. It is not wrought by light. 1; ha 2K 
| This change is moſt certainly not effected by light; becauſe it 
by this change that the mind is illuminated: by this the way 
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- is frefiated for the light to have acceſs to'the tnind; fo ad te 
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come the means of any effect. This operation of the, ſpirit 
Gov' by which a new heart is given is neceſſary in order ta t 
illemination of the mind, and indeed is the very thing in wh 
it conſiſts, as it is the opening of the eyes of the blind. It is 
pravity or corruption of heart that holds the mind in darkne 
and ſhuts out the light. And this corruption of heart is that 
which unregeneracy conſiſts, as has been obſerved: And, 
truth, ſpiritual darkneſs, or blindneſs of mind conſiſts in this ta 
In order to the mind's being enlightened, that muſt be remoy 
in which blindneſs coriſiſts, or which ſhuts light out of the mia 
but that in which unregeneracy conſiſts does blind the mind, a 
ſhuts out the light; or rather is the blindneſs itſelf, There 
men muſt be regenerated, - and the corruption of their heart 
ſome meaſure removed in order to the removal of their darknel 
and the illumination of their mind; for this is- nothing elſe th 
giving them eyes to ſee and can be done no other poſſible wa 
- Confequently men are not illuminated before regeneration ;; ly 
they are fit regenerated, in order to introduce light into tl 
mind, Therefore they are not regenerated by light, or d 
truths of Gop's word. "1 SN = 
But that we may well underſtand this matter, and have el 
und diſtin& notions about it, let us more particularly conſider 
hat reſpects men are naturally blind, or in what, their blind 
| _ conſiſts; and what is that light which is given by che pi 
OI OD, Ry . | 
The feripture repreſents all men in their natural ſtate as blind 
ſo as not to diſcern and know the things of the Spirit of Gos 
and it ſpeaks of all the godly as illuminated, ſo as to underſtan 


and know theſe things to which they were whelly blind before 


Now this blindneſs does not conſiſt in any natural deficiency, | 
e natural powers and faculties of the mind. Natural or unre 
generate men are capable of all that light and diicerning, vi 
reſpe& to every thing which may be obtained by reaſon and ſpe 
culation, and is conſiſtent with total corruption of heart. C 
they may ſee every thing in, matters of religion, but the mori 
beauty and excellence of divine things. In this, therefore, the 
blindnefs wholly conſiſts :: they may ſee every thing but this, an 
what is involved in this, and depends vpon it ; and in this the 
have no true light and diſcerning at all. And the light and di 
cerning which is-peculiar to the Chriſtians, conſiſts in a fig 
and diſcerning of this beauty, and what depends upon it. At 
this blindneſs has its foundation altogether in fin, or the to 
depravity of the heart: by which the heart is wholly without: 
Iny degree of right or good taſte, in the exerciſe of which alot 
this beauty and excellence is diſcerned and reliſhed; and is per 
under the power of. a diſpoſtion and take,” which bas 
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rfe averſion to this, and reliſhes, and cleaves to other thingy 
the chief good. Wy. 

For let it be obſerved, that this beauty, excellence and glory 
f divine things, in which the glory of God's moral character, 
ingdom and government conſiſts; which is therefore, moral 
zauty, or true holineſs; is not diſcerned by the underſtanding, 
onſidered as diſtinct from the will or heart, and not implying it, 
ad is not the object of meer ſpeculation : nor can it poffibly be 
ade ſo by any operation on the mind, or any ſuppoſed illumina» 
jon whatſoever.“ Son 

This is the object of taſte, which belongs to the will, and im- 
lies in it reliſh, inclination, and exerciſe of heart. This is as 
nuch the object of taſte, or the diſcernment and reliſh of the 
cart; as the ſweetneſs of honey is the object of that bodily ſenſe 
hich we call taſte : and this beauty and glory, can be diſcern» 
d no other way; any more than the ſweetneſs of honey can be 
liſcerned by feeling, or dipping the finger in to it. Therefore, the 
nind that is wholly without any right taſte or diſpoſition, is per- 
eftly blind to this beauty; and muſt remain fo eternally, unleſs 
good taſte, or new heart is given: and there is no other poſſi- 
le way to get this light into the mind. It is as abſurd to talk of 
luminating the underſtanding of ſuch an one, or giving him light 

order to change and renew his heart, and give a right taſte, 
s it is to tell of making a perſon, that has no ſort of taſte, and 
ever had, to diſcern the ſweetneſs of honey antecedent to his 
aving any taſte, and in order to it: or of cauſing him who has 
o eyes, and is perfectly blind, to ſee the light of the ſun, in or» 
ler to give him eyes to ſee, | 

Therefore light is not, cannot be, given antecedent ts re 


e- 


ation, in order to influence or * the heart or will;; for ſo 
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* Ir any ſhould ſay, This is a bold affertion, and is limit» 
g Gop in a very unbecoming manner. Cannot he give what 
ight he will to the underſtanding ?” 

I Anſwer, This is no more limiting Gov, than to fay, there 
a be no light and diſcerning at the ſame time that there is none. 
Or, that it is impoſſible by any operation whatever on a ſtone, to 
bring it to the underſtanding and diſcerning of a man, without 
ping it the faculty of underfanding and reafon, The under - 
ding, conſidered by itſelf, and apart from the will, is no 
wore a capacity of diſcerning this beauty, or any beauty at all; 
nd cannot be made ſo, without adding ſomething to ir over. 
ud above underſtanding ; then a ſtone is a F capacity ol 
tſoning and choice. Fe is no impeachment of the divine power 
0 ſay, that eannot be done which in itfelf implics'a eontradiction. 


| * ed they cannot ſhew their conſiſtence with themſelves, 
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long as the heart is wholly wrong, this light cannot be introdug 1 
ed; but a new heart, a right temper and taſte is firſt given | 
the immediate operation of the Spirit of Go. This gives true di 
cerning; and light and truth breaks in upon the mind. thus pr 
pared : and in viewing, and reliſhing it, the heart exerciſes ho 
neſs, It is in this way, even by giving a diſcerning. underſtan 
ing heart, or a degree of good taſte of mind, that Gov ** ſhin 
in the heart, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory 
Gov in the face of Jeſus Chriſt.” * 15 
- Suffer me further to ſay, ſo long as the heart is wholly car 
rupt; is not in the leaſt degree friendly to the divine charad: 
and the things of Gop's moral kingdom; but full of oppoſitio 
hatred and enmity againſt them, it is impoſſible that they ſhoul 
appear beautiful, lovely, and glorious ; becauſe by the ſvppoſit 
on, they are to the mind directly the contrary, The more the 
are attended to by ſuch a mind, and the more they are ſeen, an 
underſtood, ſo far as they may be ſeen and underſtood by ſucha 
one, the greater will be the mind's diſguſt at them, and the mor 
it will hate them, Which way then will this light, which t 
mind is capable of in ſuch a ſtate, change the heart, and cauſe! 
to become friendly; or what tendency is there in it to produy; 
this effect? Does the ſetting an object before the mind, in which 
it ſees no beauty and excellence, but it appears perfectly diſagree 
able and odious, tend to make it friendly to it, and Jead it t( 
love that object? Surely no. If a man's taſte is ſo formed, tha 
honey is perfectly diſagreeable and nauſeous to him, will reaſon 
ing about it, or often applying it to his palate, ever give him 
true idea of the pleaſant ſweetneſs of it? So far from it, that t 
more this is done, the more diſguſt, hatred and oppoſition will be 
excited. + = 5 
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+ They who have ſuppoſed that regeneration is wrought dy t 
light, which is let into the underſtanding to influence and change 
the heart, muſt be ſenſible, I think, how abſurd and impoſſible 
the ſuppoſition is, if they will attend cloſely to the matter; unleſ 
by regeneration, they mean nothing but active converſion, and 
ſuppoſe the heart is not wholly corrupt, but has a diſpoſition to 
taſte and reliſh the truth. and love it, whenever it is properly ane 
fully ſet before the mind: and that their is really no need of an 
thing but to bring the mind to ſerious and conſtant attention tc 
the truth, in order to it's loving and obeying it. And then illu- 
mination, with them, is nothing but moral /ſwaſion, I know ma- 
ny have held to both theſe; (regeneration by light, and the to- 
tal corruption of the hearts of the unregenerate) but it is preſum- 


1 1 

Moreover, I think, the ſcripture repreſents the matter in this 
ght, and teaches that man is never illuminated, or ſees the 
uth ſo as to be properly affected with it; but with a new heart, 
d in the exerciſe of right taſte and diſpoſition of mind; and 
ot that light is firſt given, as the means of producing a new 
eart. Our Saviour ſays, The light of the bodo is the eye: if 
herefore thine eye be ſingle, thy whole body ſhall be full of light. 
ut if thine eye be evil, thy whole body ſhall be full of darkneſs,” * 
3y the ſingle and evil eye; is meant, not the intelle& only, but 
he temper and diſpoſition of the heart. Which is evident by the 
ontext, and other paſſages of ſcripture, where an evil eye is men- 
oned y particularly, where our Saviour ſays, *& From within, 
mt of the heart, proceedeth an evil eye.” + Chriſt therefore, 
ere tells us, what man's blindneſs conſiſis in; viz. the evil diſ- 
poſition of his heart, or diſorders of the will : and that the only 
ay to remove this darkneſs, and introduce light in the mind, is 
Wo have the eye ſingle: that is, to have a right diſpagtion and 
taſte of heart: which is, according to ſcripture phraſe, an un- 
derſtanding heart, as none but they who have ſuch an heart. 
have a true diſcerning and underſtanding in things of a moral 
nature, And Chriſt here tells us, how this darkneſs is removed, 
and light is made to ſhine into the heart: viz, by the heart's be» 
coming of a right temper and diſpoſition, denoted by a ſingle eyes. 
An evil eye is not cured, and made ſingle, by removing the dark- 
neſs which that is the occaſion of, and giving the light which 
that oppoſes and ſhnts out; but the eye mult be firſt cured of its 
diſorder, that the light may be admitted. 


Our Saviour teaches the ſame thing, when he repreſents the 


* 8 Fi 


— — 8 2 — 
- 


Marr. vi. 22, 23. f Maxx vii. 22. 


[t alſo, hence appears, that ſaving faith is not a meer ſpecula- 
tire afſent to, or belief of the truths of the goſpel, but implies 
taſte and exerciſe of heart. Since it is the exerciſe of a right or 
good taſte only, that the things of the Spirit of Gop are ſeen, 
W which are the objects of faith, and in the diſcerning of which 
108 faith conſiſts. No mere ſpeculations, nor any thing that meer 
e intelle& is capable of, can give the idea of any thing properly 
moral: therefore, the preſence of the idea in the mind, of Goy's 
moral character, and ſo of the character of Chriſt; implies right 
0 exerciſes of heart. Therefore he that loveth not, has nothing in 
his heart anſwerable to God's moral character, which is Lovg, 
"HW knows not Gop. [I John iv. 8.7] It is therefore faid that avith 
% heart men believeth. [Rom. x. 10.) And none believe that 
"MW Jeſus is the Chriſt, but they who are born of Cop; and fo have 

a right taſte, a diſcerning and underſtanding heart. 5 


96 _ T4443 3 
word of Gon, or divine light taking place in the mind, ſo az 
become effectual to ſalvation, by ſowing ſecd in the earth, ſo offi, 
to bring forth fruit. No ſeed he obſerves, takes effect, and bring 
forth fruit, but that which falls on good ground; which is befo du 
Prepared and fitted to receive the ſeed. And he ſays, what er. 
ſwers to. the good ground in, man, is an honeff and good heart er 
According to this repreſentation, the word, or light of truil 
takes place in the mind, and has effect only where it finds a hen li 
already prepared, and diſpoſed to receive it; which Chriſt hen 
calls an honeſt and good heart: that is, a regenerate, new heart 
Therefore, men are nat regenerated by the word; hut the hear 
muſt be firſt renewed by the immediate operation of the Spirit of 
Gon; in order to prepare it to underſtand and receive the word, D 
illuminated by it. Therefore none but the pure in heart, ſei , 
op They only, whoſe hearts are renewed hy the Spirit of Gos 
ſiee his true character. An impure, corrupt heart, is not capable of 
this light. Agreeable to this, Gop ſays, ** I will give them ani. 
heart to know me; f” that is, © I will create a new heart in them 
which ſhall diſcern my true character.“ If the knowledge of Gon 
was previous to a new heart, and a means of regeneration, ſuch 
an expreſſion: would not be proper, nor agreeable to the truth: 
but it is exactly ſo, if the mind is renewed by the Spirit of Goo, 
in order to its being illuminated, or coming to the light. 

The ſame thing is taught by St. Paul, when he ſays, The 
natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of Gop: for 
they are fooliſhneſs unto him; neither can he know them, becauſe 
they are ſpiritually diſcerned, But he that is ſpiritual, judgeth 
all things.“ $ Fre, by natural man, is plainly meant the unre- 

enerate, as Ne is oppoſed to the ſpiritual man, who is the true 
riſtian. Such an one does not receive the things of the Spirit 

of Gon, and cannot know them. It is not poſſible, while he con- 
tinues ſuch, that he ſhould have this light and knowledge. The 
reaſon of it, is here given, Becauſe — ſpiritually diſcern- 
ed.” That is, in the exerciſe of ſpiritual lite and holineſs, for 
which a foundation is laid in regeneration, by giving a ſpiritual 
taſte, a diſcerning underſtanding heart; by which they become 
ſpiritual, in oppofition to natural, or carnal. But the ſpiritual, 
the regenerate man judgeth, underſtandeth, diſcerneth all things, 
Agreeable to this, it is ſaid, © The fear of the Lord is the be · 
pinning of knowledge. 1 That is, a principle of true. piety and 
olinefs, lays the only foundation for true knowledge, and in this 
it bas it's firlt beginning, If a principle of true religien is the 
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1naing of knowledge, then knowledge does not bégziu before 


ſo ¶ It, or antecedent to it. ® | 


ringW$12ny other paſſages of ſcripture to the ſame purpoſe might be 
elorgW@duced. But enough has been faid, I-truſt, to ſhew that re- 
t ueration is not wrought by means of light, but that light or. 


art erſtanding takes place in conſequence of regeneration, it be- 
uti that by which the mind is illuminated, and the light is made 
dearWtiue in the heart. + 1 


' 
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This view of the matter will help us to an eaſy and natural 
lanation of thoſe ſcriptures which ſpeak of underſtanding and 
. on owledge, as being the ſum of all moral good. The reaſon of 


oba nature, which reſpect the heart, only in the exerciſe of a 
© At taſte, or ſpiritual life and holineſs, And there is really no 


! Wiference between ſeeing the truth, or true knowledge and un- 


em, rtanding in theſe things, and thoſe exerciſes of heart in which 
2 008 ineſs conſiſts, theſe being, in truth, one and the ſame thing, 


ak, inexplicable. 


It ſeems needful, briefly to conſider ſeveral objeftions which 
e been made againſt what is here advanced. 
foro. I. There are ſeveral places of ſcripture, in which it is 
uſe Wrefly aſſerted that men begotten jor, born, again y the 


ed. or the truth. [ſee Pet. i. 23. Jam. i, 18. 2 Cor. ili, 18.] - 


re; or is this conſiſtent with what has been now advanced ? 
ue Ans. I. They who make this objection, and from fuch ſorip- 


tit res as theſe, conclude that it is by means of the word, that the 


u ert is renewed, do ſuppoſe, or muſt grant, that the word is 


Wit of Gon: and that this is done by ſome operation on the 
derſtanding, in order fo to change, or open it, as that it may 
- tive the word, or that the light may ſhine into it, And they mule 


ant that this operation, or work of the Spirit of Gop on the 
d, whatever it is, is antecedent to light, or before it comes 
o the mind, as it is in order to it. Therefore, this effect, or 
uk wronght, by which the mind is prepared 


Spirit of Gow: for by the ſuppoſition, it preceeds the illumi- 
tion of the mind, and is antecedend to any influence the word 
U have, as a meas of any thing. So that they maſt hold ta an 
nediate work of the Spirit of Gov, which is wrought withaut 


word, and in order ta light being introduced into the mind, 


af the Spirig of Con is concerned in the matter, by which 


uch hereas, on any other ſuppoſition, ſuch paſſages as thels are, l 


really as any one does, or can. So that, ſo far as the opera. 


/eeF; is becauſe men do truly diſcern and underſtand things of a 


roduced into the mind, in order to its having this eff. &, by the 


to receive the 
nt, is not wrought by ti word; but is an effect, or work o 


\ 
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3 
'Y, IN 13 change which we are now conſidering, is in fai 
meous ; wrought at once, and not gradually. 
The heart does not grow more and more diſpoſed to that whit 
is good before regeneration ; but remains the ſame corrupt, 5 
bellious heart, an heart of ſtone, until Gos takes it in hand a 
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men are horn of the Spirit, this is immediate and antecedent 
any influence by the word. Therefore, according to them, wh 
we ſpeak of that change which is wronght by the Spirit of G9 
and is antecedent to converſion, we muſt ſay it is not wrong 
by the medium of light, or by the word of Gon, Therefo 
theſe texts ſpeak of ſome conſequent change, which follows th 
which is wraught in the mind er tn by the Spirit 
Gon, in order to prepare the mind to receive the light. I 
mult allow that all the change that the word is a means of pri 
ducing, is an active change ; which conſiſts in the exerciſes of t 
will, in the view of light and truth exhibited in the word, or i 
active converſion : and whatever is done before this, is not effet 
ed by the word, 

Bnt if this is ſo; then theſe ſcriptures are not in the leaſt cc 
trary to what has been aſſerted above. viz. That the change wrougl 
by the Spirit of Gov. in which men are paſſive, and which is ant 
cedent to all exerciſe of heart, is not wrought by means of t. 
word, And it is as conſiſtent with theſe ſcriptures to ſuppole t 
this previous work of the Spirit of God ſhould be on the will « 
heart, to change and renew that, and prepare it te receive tl 
word, as it is to ſuppoſe that the underſtanding, or iutellect on] 
is wrought upon. The objection therefore appears to be qui 
groundleſs, and is as much againſt the objector himſelf as any 0 
elſe, However, ſince another anſwer is at hand, which is ſug 
geſted in what has been ſaid, I will juſt mention it, 

Ans, II. It is plain that theſe ſcriptures, and theſe of t 
like, have a direct and ſpecial reſpe& to what is ſenſible in th 
change, which is active converſion. This change taken int 
whole of it. and ſo as including converſion is not wronght wit! 
out the word; but all that in which man is active, all that whic 
is viſidle and ſenſible, in which active converſion conſiſts, is by ll 
word, It is in the view of the truth in Gop's word, that the rt 
generate mind turns from ſin to Gap; and if there was no trut 
to be ſeen there could not poſſibly be any ſuch change: therefo 
with propriety is the matter expreſſed thus, and it is ſaid to | 
done by, or, with the word as a means. But we cannot hence i 
fer that nothing in the whole affair is done immediately, 2? 
without the word: for we know, and the objecter muſt. own, th 
whatſoever is done antecedent to the exerciſes of the mind, is do! 
wholly without the word, Let it therefore be remembered, © 


7 1 8 

als the powerful word; and it immediately, or at once, be- 
es an heart of fleſn, a new, regenerate heart. There is no 
die medium between theſe two oppoſites, a regenerate and 
whi regenerate heart, as there can'be none between death and life, 
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2 objeter himſelf is obliged to underſtand theſe ſcriptures in 
ent ge ſenſe now given; which has been particylarly thewn in the 
( anſwer: therefore in vain does he ailedge them in oppoſition 
what has been advanced. TE 

As to the reward, 2 Cor. iii. 18, ** But we all with open face 
> holding as in a glaſs the glory of the Loud, are changed into 
. ſame image.” Any one who will look into the context may 


: We: that the apoſtle ſuppoſes a change to be paſſed uon them an- 
: cedent to their 2 glory of the LoD; by which the 
"Wil was taken off from their face, or rather from their heart; 


| conſequence of which with open face, or as the word in the 


glory. There was therefore ſomething done to their hearts, an- 
cedent to their activity, and to their beholding the glory of the 
08D, by which the vail was taken off, This the apoſtle ſpeaks 
in the context, ** Nevertheleſs, when it, [I. . the heart} 
all turn to the Loxp, the vail ſhall be taken away.“ This vail 
aken away by regeneration, which therefore, is not done by the 
ord, Theſe words do then confirm that, againſt which they 
e brought as an objection, and ſhew that there mult be a change 
{the heart antecedent to any light, by which the vail of dar 

s is taken from the heart, and it is in a ſenſe, turned to the 
ORD. | 

Os. II. Its nioſt agreeable to the nature of the ſoul, and the 
aner of its acting, to ſuppoſe that the underſtanding is in- 
ohtened, and the will thereby bowed, and perſwaded to follow 
5 ditates, All that men want is to ſee and underſtand the 
th; and this will effectually influence their wills, and lead them 
chooſe that which is good, And this is moſt agreeable to the 
anner in which the ſcripture expreſſes this matter, which ſpeaks 
{the underſtanding being inlightened as what is neceſſary and 


ficient to move the affections. 
Aus. I. It is not true that inlightening the underſtanding, or 


red as diſtin and ſeparate from the will, is capable of, is ſuf- 
ent to gain the will. This appears from fact and experience 
many caſes. The underſtanding and judgment have clear con- 
tion in many inſtances, which has no influence on the will: but 
ut rebels againſt the clearek light that can be given in this way. 


— 


non-exiſtence and exiſtence. The unregenerate heart therefore, 


iginal is, with ünvailed face, they ſaw the divine character in 
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fring all the light, that the judgment or underſtanding conſi- 
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is in no degree 


| well diſpoſed, or has the leaſt right inclinaMcri 
but is as far from all right diſpoſition till the inſtant in which Wo!" 
is regenerated, as it ever was, And it exiſts a new heart a; =. 
Rantaneouſly as did the mind of Adam, when Gov created Hic 


Tr 


Nothing that preceeds regeneration, does any thing towards it 
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If it ſhould be ſaid, as it often has been, that through m 
ſpeculative light and conviction does not always influence the wil 
yet it is certain that the will always follows the laſt dictates of 
practieal underſtanding or judgment, I reply, that this is giviy 
up the point. For it will be found an examination, that if pr; 
tical judgment has any meaning, it intends ſomething which ir 
plies a ſenſe of heart, or a degree of inclination or will: for 
ry thing that is more than meerly ſpeculative, is more than met 
intelle& is capable of; and every thing practical, or that relate 
to practice, belongs to the heart or will. Where there is a prac 
tical judgment, there is a degree of ſenſe and diſcerning whid 
belongs to the heart, and implies taſte and inclination of hea 
The plain truth of the matter is, that all true light and diſcer! 
ing with reſpect to good and evil, beauty and deformity, thing 
lovely or hateful, & And all actual ideas of theſe properly 
long to the heart or will, or depend upon taſte, and conſiſt in Wo"! 
ſenſe of heart. And the intellect or underſtanding conſidered ; 
without the heart or will, and diſtin from it, is not capable 
theſe ideas in any degree whatever, Were there nothing but 
meer intelle& the ideas of beauty, excellence, &c. could have nc 
exiſtence in the mind. Theſe ideas take place in the mind | 
means of, taſte or inclination of heart, and depend wholly upon 
it, and are exactly as that is. Therefore without this taſte and 
diſcerning of heart, there is no true light and diſcerning with re- 
ſpe& to theſe objects; ſo nothing that will influence and n 
the will. Whenever therefore there is a practical jud t con- 
cerning any thing that is preſented to the mind, as the object d 
choice, that it is good, eligible and excellent, there is taſte and 
choice already begun. Therefore, „ 

Ans. II. It is ſo far from being agreeable to the nature of the 
mind, and the manner of its acting, to ſuppoſe that light in the 
underſtanding effectually changes the heart, and influences the 
will, without any previous taſte or diſpoſition in the heart where- 
by it is prepared to be pleaſed with reliſh and chooſe ſuch par- 
ticular objects, that ſuch a ſuppoſition is directly contrary to the 
nature of the ſoul, and implies the greateſt abſurdity, If the 
heart is wholly corrupt and perfectly hates, and oppoſe that which 
ts good and excellent; and if the whole inclination and will i 
towards that which is evil, unreaſonable, and odions, there is 1 
poilible way to reRify it and bring it to a right inclination and 


4 : | | : 
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ering the bent and bias of the heart, ſo as to tine it towards: 
lin:(s in the leaſt degree. But the heart continues to appoſe | 
at to which it is brought in regeneration till that inſtant in 
hich it becomes a new« heart: and it takes no time ta effect 
is change. 1 he change is 3 imperfect at firſt; the heart 
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dolce; but by an immediate operation on the heart, which in 
ipture is called taking a way the tony heart, and giving 7 | 


art of fleſh: and may be called giving a new taſte or temper 
ind, No other poſlible operation and influence on the mind, no 
ange in the underſtanding, cau give light, and cauſe that to ap- 
ar beautiful and excellent, which it now hates; or introduce 
e leaſt degree of right inclinations and choice: as has been before 
blerved, and proved. 4 5 8 | 
When Adam was firſt made, a foundation was laid in his mind, 
jr his diſcerning and underſtanding in things of a moral naturez 
nd for the exerciſe and practice of virtue, not in his underſtand- 
og meerly, but in the temper and diſpoſition of his heart, 2 | 
hich he was-created, And no degree of intellectual powers, 

ght aud underſtanding, which was diſtin& from this, would have 
one any thing towards ſecuring the exerciſe of his will in hol 
ls. And ſing or corruption, firſt took place in his heart or will 
which conſiſts the blindneſs of mind, which is common to bir 


Wd all his children while wholly corrupt. And the relief and re- 
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very muſt begin where the diſeaſe began, even in changing and 
newing the heart, which is the ſeat of blindneſs and fin: and fi 
r as this is-done, a foundation will be laid for the exerciſes 
olineſs, and the light which fin excluded will ſhine in the Heart 
id the underſtanding will need no other illumination, but will 
0 its office well. oo Bo. 128 e 
It has been obſerved, that according to the objectors own 
eme, there muſt be a ſupernatural operation on the mind, in 
der to recover it to light and holineſs: that is, an immediste 
eration antecedent to light, and in order to it, which has go- 
bing of the nature of moral ſwaſion. And if the heart is the 
nmediate ſubje& of this operation, it is in no degree, more con- 
ary to the nature, and manner of the exerciſes of the n 
ind, then if the underſtanding was the immediate ſubject of it, 
22 as has been ſhewn, this is the only natural, or even paſſibls 
in which the ſoul can be wrought upon, fo as to recever it 
true light and holineſs, | | e 
Aus. III. Its true, the ſeripture ſpeaks of the eyes of the un ⸗ 


'tanding being inlightened; of operating men's eyes, and 2 | 


them from darkneſs to light, Ge, But it no where eons 
us as meaning the faculty of underſtanding aa dilline 
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ET 
is renewed but in part; and after this renovation is degun, it { 
carried on gradually to greater degrees, until the heart is perſec 
ly renewed, in a work of ſanctification. But this new life is fir 
begun inſtantaneouſly, | : 
I. Tuis operation of the Spirit of Gov, by ghich men an 
regenerated, js altogether unperctivable. 
the will, and as that which by being inlightened influences the 
will, and produces a right diſpoſition of heart. Nor do we find 
that the ſcripture, where ſuch expreflions are uſed, makes thij 
diſtinction between the faculties of the ſoul, of underſtanding and 
will: But to have the eyes opened, and the underſtanding inlight. 
ened, in ſcripture language, is to have that light and difcerning 
in divine things which takes place in the whele mind when renew: 
ed and brought to a right taſte and temper, and in the exereiſe 
of an underſtanding heart, without which, all the light the intel. 
lect is capable of, 1: but darkneſs. Therefore they who. have not 
this diſcerning underſtanding heart, which conſiſts in a good taſtes 
are in ſcripture ſaid to have the underſtanding darkened and 
blinded; or to have eyes, and fee not: and to have this good 
taſte and diſcerning of heart, is to have the eyes of the under- 
ſtanding inlightened, and to ſee with the eyes, or perteive with 
the heart, The plain truth is, that according to ſcripture. he 
who has no right taſte and inclination of heart, is blind and with- 
out underſtanding: and he who has a wiſe and underſtanding 
heart, whoſe heart taſtes and reliſhes moral beauty, has true light 
and underſtanding. Not only the intelle& but the awhole mind, 
is the exerciſe of true taſte: and diſcerning is underſtanding, of 
knowledge. Therefore, by underſtanding, knowledge, and wi 
dom in ſcripture, is commonly meant true holineſs, which con- 
fiſts not at all in meer ſpeculation ; but in the exercife of a right 
taſte and inclination of heart, in a view and ſenſe of divine truth, 
So that the ſcripture account of this matter, is perfectly agreeable 
to the doctrine againſt which the objection is made, and ferves to 
confirm it. - | | 
OSI. III. If perſons are regenerated before they are inlighten- 
ed and believe on Chriſt, what will become of them, where will 
they go, to heaven or to hell, if they die after they are regene- 
rated, and before they believe? It ſeems they are fit for neither: 
their hearts are renewed, ſo cannot go to hell; but they are in 
an unpardoned, unjubified ſtate; therefore cannot go to heaven! 
-Axs, And what if a perſon who is elected to ſalvation dies in 
an unconyerted ſtate: will he be ſaved or not? Let the objefter 
anſwer this queſtion, and he will drop his objections, having ful- 
ly anſwered it himſelf, His anſwer muſt be, there never was, 
and never wil} be ſuch an inſtance. All that are «leRed ſhall be 
_ converted before they die. 3 OE 
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The ſubjects of this change know nothing what is done, er 
hat any thing is done with reſpe& to their hearts, and are nor 
enſible of any operation and change, in any other way, but by 
the effect and conſequence of it. eare conſcious, or ſenſible of 
—_ in out own minds, we feel and perceive nothing but our 
own ideas, thoughts and exerciſes : but, as has been obſerved, 
the active change, or converſion, con ſiſts in theſe, and they are 
the fruit and effect of regeneration ; or that work of the Spirit of 
Gon, of which I am now ſpeaking. That which takes place 


this with reſpect to our minds, antecedent to the views and exerciſes 
ue have. as the foundation and cauſe of them; is by the ſuppoſi- 
kt · ¶ tion perfectly une perienced: but this is true of the operation and 


change now under conſideration. All the notice we can have 


ciſe be ns Vii | WF hl I EET — 
tel. OsJ. IV. This doctrine is directly contrary to that of ſome 
not Wl eminent divines, famous for learning and piety, who are now dead 
end gone to heaven, Muſt we conclude they taught ſuch an er- 


rar! is it not arrogant and almoſt impious to riſe up and contra- 
dit theſe holy men? | | 8 
Axs. If it could ſerve any good purpoſe, I might ſay, that as. 


er- 

ih great a number of divines, as old, or elder then they, and as fa- 
he BY mous for piety and learning, might be mentioned, who are on 
the BY our fide of the queſtion, And we might proceed to ſet father a- 
ag gainſt father, and try who ſhall get the moſt on his fide, But 
zue this is in truth, nothing to the purpoſe. The opinion of the moſt 
10, venerable and renowned fathers in this caſe, in determining what 


doctrines are true, and what are not ſo, ought not to have the 
leaſt weight. And it is fooliſh and even carries a degree of im- 
piety in it, for us, who have the Bible in our hands, to lay the 
weight of a ſtraw on the opinion of the wiſeſt and beſt men that 
ever lived, I am ſorry to have any occaſion to make this obfer- 
ration, at this time of day among Proteflants. It is very weak 
and ridiculous: if not, ſomething worſe, for a divine to attempt 
to ſupport or confirm any doctrine by appealing to the judgment 
and deciſion of any man: or to run down, and reje any tenet 
that is advanced, meerly becauſe it is a new doctrine, or embrac- 


e- ed by few, and is contrary to the opinion of the fathers, and 
what has been eſtabliſned by common conſent. Since people in 
in general are too apt to be influenced by this, and it is common for 
every one to have his father, on whoſe ſleeves he pins his faith 


in a great meaſure, without examining for himſelf, it is pity they 
ſhould be upheld and confirmed in it by public teachers: when 
it is of ſuch importance that, they ſhould by all poſſible means be 
beat off from this ſandy foundation, and learn to judge for them 
elves by . reaſoning out of the feriptures, and ſearching ther 
daily, to ſee if theſe things are ſo,” . 3 


I 
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of this operation and change, and all the evidence there can h 
that our minds are the ſubſects of it; is by perceiving that which 
is the fruit and confequence of it: by our own views and exercif. 
es, which are new, and we find to be of ſuch a nature and kind, 
that we have ground to infer that they are the effect of the ope. 
ration of the Spirit of God, or the fruits of the Spirit; by which 
we are become new creatures. | 

When Adam was created a living ſoul, the immediate diving 
operation was not perceived by him; for he had no perception 
of any thing until he actually exiſted, and the work of his creation 
was finiſhed: he did not begin to be conſcious of any thing, unti 
this was over. And then he perceived nothing but what was the 
fruit and conſequence of the divine operation. So it is in the 
new cregture, by which men are born of the Spirit of Gov, 

I make this remark partly, to detect and expoſe the deluſion of 
thoſe, who think, they feel the motions of the. Spirit of God an 
their hearts, ſomewhat as one body is ſenſibly touched and im- 
preſſed by another, antecedent to all exerciſes of their own, and 
independent of them : and place great part of their religion in 
thoſe feelings, or impulſes, which they call the operation of the 
Spirit of Gop ; and which immediately ſuggeſts to them what is 
truth, and what is duty, which they think is to be led by the 
Spirit. We haye no way to determine what is the cauſe of the 
ideas and ſenſations of our hearts; whether we are influenced 
by the Spirit of Gop, or by a wicked ſpirit ; but by conſidering 
their nature and tendency, whether they are ſuch as the ſcrip- 
ture tells us are the fruits of the Spirit, * | 


* - 
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* I would not be underſtood to ſuggeſt that the Spirit of Gos 
1s in no ſenſe diſcerned and perceived by thoſe in whom he ope- 
rates and dwells, Holy exerciſes of heart, which are excited and 
maintained by the Spirit of Gop, are in their own nature as per- 
ceivable as any other exerciſes; and may be known and diſtin- 
guiſhed from all others, as they differ from every other percepti- 
on aud exerciſe. in nature and kind; and are directly oppoſite 
to all the motions and exerciſes of a moral kind, that are natu- 
rally in the heart. And theſe exerciſes may be ſo ſtrong and 
vigorous, as to carry their own evidence with them, and be at- 
tended with a conſciouſneſs and aſſurance that they are holy, and 
from the >pir:t of Gop. In this way, I ſuppoſe it is, that the 
Spirit itſelf beareth witneſs with our Spirit, that we are the 
children of Gop.” [Rom. viii. 16.] But in this caſe there is no- 
thing directly perceived, but the views and exerciſes of our owl 
minds, in which we are active, and which are the fruit of ths 


divine agency, 


- 
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Vil. In the work of regeneration, by which men are born of 
he Spirit, Gor ady as a ſovereign, 1 

When I ſpeak of Gop's acting in a ſovereign way, I don't 
nean that he acts above, or without all reaſon and motive, or 
ieerly becauſe he will; for God never acts ſoin any inſtance what- - 
derer. Such ſovereignty, and arbitrarineſs is in no caſe to be 
aſcribed to God : for this would be to diſhonour and reproach 
in, as acting without any wiſdom or holineſs, The ſovereign- 
y of God conſiſts in his being above all obligation to his crea- 
ures; and ſo infinitely above any direction, influence and con- 
roul from them, in any thing that he does, In this ſenſe Gow' 
5 an infinite ſovereign, he does juſt as he pleaſes, not being in- 


lnenced by any obligation he is under to any ane; any further 
han he has been pleaſed to oblige himſelf by promiſe, or ſome 
ther way. | | . 
Sovereignty is therefore, in a peculiar manner, eſſential to all 
ads of grace; or grace in all caſes, is ſovereign grace; and what 
i not ſo, is no grace at all, For, whatever good is beſtowed, 
f he that grants it is under any original obligation to do it, or is 
pbliged to do it from the reaſon and nature. of things; and ſo 
wes it to him that receives it, it is only an act of juſtice, and the 
ature of paying a debt; and there is no grace in it, For grace 
free, unobliged, undeſerved favour; and that which is not ſo, 
not grace, | | h 
In the caſe before us, Gov as in the higheſt ſenſe and degree 
vs a ſovereign; he being, not only under no obligation to grant 
nch a favour to any one, when he does it; but there is in the 
laner, ſomething infinitely contrary to this, even infinite unwor- 
thineſs of the favour granted, and defert of infinite evil. There- 
fore, whenever Gap changes and regenerates the heart of a ſin- 
ner, he does what be was under no ſort of obligation ta the ſin- 
ner to do; but might juſtly leave him to the hardneſs of his own 
eart, to periſh in his ſins for ever. So that Gos in determining to 
vhom he will grant this infinite favour, and in giving it to ſome, 
and withholding it from others; © has merey on whom he will 
ave mercy ; and whom he will he bardeneth.”* What the fin- 
ner does before he is regenerated, does not lay Gop under any 
degree of obligation to him, by promiſe, or any other way. For 
be complies with none of God's commands or offers, in the leaſt 
degree. He is not ſo much as willing to accept of offered mercy ; 
but oppoſes Gop and his grace with all his heart, however anxi- 
dus he may be about his eternal intereſt, and how much ſoever 
le prays and cries for mercy : and continues a perfe& enemy to 
be juſt Gop and the Saviour, until his heart is renewed, and the 


ity lain by the regenerating influence of Gop's Spirit. 


w# Þ 


L 34 3 


Hrgx nis SERMON MAY BE PROPERLY DIVIDED, e 


I SHovLD now proceed to conſider this change in which n 
are born of Gos, as it implies, and conſiſts in, that in which 
are active, in the views and exerciſes of their own hearts; 
which that which I have been ſpeaking of, lays the foundatic 
were it not that a queſtion may probably ariſe in the mind 
- Come, upon what has been ſaid, which it may be proper to atte 
to, and anſwer here, | 


Quzsr. If theſe things are fo; if men are not active, but pallf® 
fectly paſſive, in regeneration; and the work is wronght by i" 
Spirit of 'Gop without means; and Gop in this, acts as a fo 
Teign, having mercy on whom he will have mercy ; and leavi 
whom he will to periſh, whatever are the ſinners circumſtance 
whatever means are uſed, and notwithſtanding all the painst 
"ſinner takes for his "own ſalvation : then, what encourageme 
and what reaſon is there for the ſinners uſing any means; or 
others to taire any pains, or uſe means with him for his ſalvatia 
Ans. If what has been now faid is agreeable to the trut 
there is certainly no reaſonable encouragement to the uſe of m 
from a view to lay Gov under any obligation hereby to ſinne 
to regenerate. and ſave them, For God will be under 'none, 1 


can he be: he is irflnitely far from this, 


Nor is their any reaſon and encouragement to we means, vi 
a view that they ſhall in any degree effect this change, or do u 
thing towards it, or properly be any means of changing ti 
beart: for this change is wrought immediately. | 


Neither is there any encouragement to uſe means in ord 
to make the ſinners heart better, antecedent to regeneration; 
that his caſe may hereby be made leſs miſerable, if he final 
periſhes in his ſins.» None furely will imagine that; if tl 
ſinner continues impenitent, and dies in his fins, the means th 
have been uſed for his ſalvation, wilt be of no advantage to hi 
It is certain they will not, but the contrary ; for this, as well 
every thing elſe, will, in this caſe, turn againſt him, The mo 
means are uſed with the finner, the greater advantages he erj0) 
the more inſtrud ion is given him, and the more light and col 
viction he has in his own conſcierce ; and the greater ſenſe he Þ 
of the reality and importance of inviſible things; of the worth 
his foul, and of eternal happineſs, and of the dreadfulnels ( 
eternal dampation; J fay, the more there is of theſe things, ti 
More miſerable he will be, if he continnes impenitent, and peril! 
es after all, For all theſe things do greatly aggravate the cri 
of his continuing in ſin; ſo are the occafion of his being mot 
guilty than if they had not taken place. The preaching of ti 
goſpel, and ſo all means of ſalvation, are a ſavoup of death vi 
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heath in them that periſh, * It is mot unreaſonahle therefore; 
uſe any means with a ſinner in order to his ſalvation, with a 
that they ſhall be to his advantage, if he continues impeni- 
t, and abuſes them; for to ſuch they will have direQly the 
trary effect. „„ | | 
ind the uſe of means is fo far from making their hearts better, 
e inclined to obedience and holineſs, or leſs obſtinate ; while 
continue impeniteat and unregenerate, that it is the occaſion 
the contrary to a very great degree. The heart by reſiſting 
ans, and oppoſing light and truth, rather growsyharder than 
ter, And the more means are uſed, and the more the mind is 
akened to attention, and the greater light and eonviction it 
, Fhile the heart continues perfectly impenitent and obſtinate 
oppoſition to all this, the more ſtrong and vigorous, as well 
more aggravated and criminal are the ſinful exertions of it. 
r the more the powers of the mind, which is wholly corrupt, 
awakened and rouſed, the more ſtrong and active are the ſin- 
| principles of the heart: and it requires a greater degree of 
poſition of heart to reſiſt, and continue impenitent under ten 
grees of light and conviction, than it does to continue ſo under 
t one degree of this, | 25 | 
Pharaoh, under all the rouſing, ſoftening, powerful means 
ed with him to induce and perſwade him to obey Je#ovan, 
ad let the people of Iſrael go from under his oppreflive hand; 
dd all the attention he gave to that matter, under all the con- 
Hon he had in his own mind, and the trouble and diſtreſs with 
nich he was exerciſed, grew harder, rather than more pliable 2 
id the corruption of his heart was exerciſed in a much higher 
kgree, and was much more aggravated and criminal, than if na 
deans had been uſed with him, and he had remained without any 
ght and conviction of conſeience. But this inftance of Pharaph 
very parrallel with that of a ſinner under conviction, with whom 
pecial means are uſed to bring him to a ſubmiſſion to God 3 who 
dtwithitanding, abſolutely refuſes, and continues in impenitence, 
might eafily be ſhewed: and it was doubtleſs deſigned to be 
image of this. All means uſed with unregenerate ſinners, if 
ey live and die ſo, will have the ſame effect and conſequence 
th reſpe& to them, that they had in Pharaoh. Therefore if it 
* known concerning any one that he would certainly perſiſt 
ad periſh in impenitence, there could be no reaſonabie induce- 
ent and motive to uſe any means with him, in order to bring 
lim to repentance, with a view and deſign of any benefits do him, 
hey who continue impenitent and periſh, will have no good by 
uy thing; but all their enjoyments and advantages of every kind; 
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* 2 Con, 16, 1. + See Marr. xi, 2024. 
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all the means uſed with them for their good, and all the igen 
and conviction of their. own conſciences will turn againſt then 
and be the occaſion of their greater deſtrudtion. we 
Why then are means to be uſed ?? What reaſon and encoy 
ragement to do it? is ſtill the queſtion, I therefore proceed to 
Politive anſwer, * ' 8 e 
I. The uſe of means with ſinners may anſwer great and impor 
tant ends, even though they continue impenitent, and periſh more 
dreadfully than if no ſuch means had been uſed: which migbt ren 
eaſily be proved, was their need. Gop anſwered his own wiſe ie 
and glorious ends in the means he uſed with Pharaoh, notwith - noc 
Randing he continued obitinate, But, e * 
II. Means are abſolutely neceſſary in order to the con -· no 
verſion, and ſalvation of men; as much ſo, as if there was no o- = 
ther agent except the ſubject, and nothing done but what was ef · ¶ uo 
fected by means. For, - 1 
Firſt, Means are neceſſary to be uſed in order to prepare per - ces 
ſans tor regeneration. For, conſiſtent with all hat has been ſaid, WW; 
a preparatory work, is as important and neceſſary, as on any plan 
whatſoever, Gos can indeed, juſt as eaſily regenerate one as an- 
other: he has power to regenerate the molt ſtupid, . benighted 
heathen on earth; or the moſt ignorant, or deluded erroneous 
perſon in the Chriſtian world, gt any moment he pleaſes, with- 
out the uſe of any means, But as this would not be wiſe-and pro- 
per, in this ſenſe it cannot be done: becauſe Gop never did, and 
never will, do any thing which is not wiſe and proper to be done. 
The reaſon why it is not wiſe and ſuitable to give a perſon a new 
heart in ſuch circumſtances and without the uſe of means is, that 
in ſuch a caſe there is no foundation, proviſion, or opportunity 
for right views and exerciſes, if a new heart ſhould be given; 
therefore no good end anſwered by it. This would be like cre- 
ating a monſter, without any parts or capacity whereby he might 
live and act in any proper way: but ſo as to act monſtrouſly, and 
even counteract and deſtroy itſelf, Or as if a man ſhould be made, 
without feet or hands; or without any month to take the food 
neceſſary to ſupport life: or as if an animal ſhou!d be-made ip 
ſuch a ſituation and circumſtances as that it is impoſſible for him 
to _ at the things neceſſary for the fupport of his exiltence 
When Gov: cauſes this moral change in any man, itis in order 
to new life and action; therefore, he will not do it where there is 
no opportunity, and means for the ſupport and-exerciſe of this 
new life. For though men are not regenerated by means; yet 
means muſt be antecedently uſed, in order to perſons being pre · 
pared to act properly when regenerated. For inſtance, the ma- 
ny errors and deluſions that all adult uninfiru&ed perſons. and e- 
ven all careleſs ſinners are in, muſt be, at leaſt in a good degree, 
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moved; and there muſt be ſome conſiderable degree of ſpeculas- 
tive knowledge about the things of religion in order. to the pro- 
er exerciſe of holineſs or the new creature, And there muſt be 
nore knowledge than a careleſs ſecure ſinner ever attains to, what - 
wer inſtruction he has, and how ever much he is given to ſpecu- 
ations on the things of religion, The things neceſſary to, be 
known in order to the proper exerciſe of Chriſtian holineſs are 
never underſtood by a ſecure ſinner, as they may be by an unre- 
generate ſinner, when in the uſe of means, his attention and con- 
ſcience are thoroughly awakened; and as they muſt be under - 
lood in order to the minds being properly prepared for the ex- 
erciſe of grace, Such an awakened ſinner will commonly learn 
more of thoſe truths that are moſt neceflary to be known, in a ve» 
ry ſhort time, than others will ever learn under the beſt inſtruc- 


l tion. , 

Beſides, not only ſpecnlative knowledge is important and ne- 
r ceſſary in this caſe; but a ſenſe of heart of the truths contained 
d, in divine revelation; an attention of mind to them, and knowledge 
u of them which is more than meerly ſpeculative, is neceſſary in ot- 
.der to their being a needful preparation and opportunity for the 
drew heart, when given to exerciſe itſelf properly, and to the beſt 
* advantage. There is a ſenſe of heart, of what may be called the 
„ral good and evil contained in thoſe things, which are ſet 
» WH before men in divine revelation; ſuch as the happineſs of heaven, 
dad miſery of hell, c. And ſo a ſenſe of the vaſt importanee of 
„obtaining an intereſt in Chriſt: a ſenſe of the ſinfulneſs of their 
* 


own hearts, and their great guilt, there total undone, loſt help» 
leſs ſtate; and in one word, a ſenſe of every thing in religion ex- 
cept moral beauty ald excellence, and what depends upon this: 
I fay, there is a ſenſe of heart of theſe things, which an unre ge- 
rerate ſinner is capable of, which none but an awakened ſinner 
whoſe conſcience'is thoroughly rouſed, and who is deeply enga- 
ged in the concerns of his ſoul, ever obtains; which prepares the 
mind to exerciſe chriſtian holineſs, when renewed : and without 
which there can be no proper foundation or preparation for it. 
But in order to bring the minds of the unregenerate to this; ei- 
ther to a tolerable degree of ſpeculative knowledge, or a ſenſe of 
heart, of the reality and importance of eternal things, and of their 
loſt, miſerable, helpleſs ſtate, which they may have antecedent 
to regeneration, and which lays the only - foundation, and. 
ss the neceſſary proviſion and preparation for the proper exerciſe 


ce 
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of the new principle which is introduced in regenggation: I ſay, 
n order to bring the minds of the unregenerate is, MEANS are 
abſolutely — as it can be effected no othe Way. pe? 


Hence the propriety and importance of uſing means with fin« 
ters, The more painfully _ thoroughly they are inſtructed, 
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and truth ſet before them in the moſt clear and eonvineing ligt 
and the more warm and pathetical the addrefies made to them an 
tending to rouſe their attention and effect their hearts. And d 
more they attend, and the greater their engagedneſs is, the mer 
are they prepared for regeneration, and the more likely it is t) 
their hearts will be changed, ax in this way only they are in cir 
cumſtances moſt advantageons for the exerciſe of fpiritual life, whe 
new principles are implanted, 
Therefore there is no ground of expectation or hope that a 
perſon will be regenerated, while without the uſe of means, or ig 
a ſtate of ignorance delufion and fecurity, unconcerned and unadi 
Vith reſpect to his ſoul and his eternal intereſt. And there is hoy 
for ſinners, that they ſhall be regenerated and converted, in propor 
tion to their religious advantages, together with the degree 
light and conviction of conſcience they have, and their attention 
to the true intereſt of their ſouls, and engagedneſs of mind about 
it. And we may well deſpair of the ſalvation of ſinners who arg 
«« ateaſe in Zion;” unleſs they can be awakened to attention, (6 
as to receive inſtruction, and to a ſolicitude about their eternal 
intereſt. | f 

On this ſtate of the caſe, and in this view, who is there that 
cannot ſee the reafon, importance, and neceſſity of the uſe of 
means, and the great encouragement thereto ? The uſe of mean 
is as important as ſalvation itſelf ; as there can be no reaſonable 
hope of the latter, but in the way of the former. And there are 
as ſtrong motives, and as much encouragement to the uſe of 
means, as all the dreadfulneſs of damnation, and the importance 
and worth of eternal happineſs can give. Any one may be chal- 
lenged to give a better reaſon, and greater encouragement for the 
uſe of means, on any plan whatſoever, * 8 ä 
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If any ſhould aſk, why a perſon may not be regenerated be- 
fore any means are uſed, and while he is in a ſtate of ſecurity, ig- 
norance and deluſion; and then, after he is regenerated, means 
may be applied proper to promote the exerciſe and life of the 
new man; If ſo, there would be no need of this antecedent o 
paration in the uſe of means; and the ſinner would be as likely 
to be regenerated without the uſe of means, as with them. And 
when he is —_— he will naturally, and of courſe attend 
and go into the uſe of thoſe means that are neceſſary to promote 
this new life. | 
.. Inſtead of a more particular and full anſwer to ſach a queriſt, 
I ſhall now only aſk the following queſtions. Why did not Gov 
create man, before he made the world, or provided any accommo- 
Nations or place for his ſubſiſtence ? Why did he not create fight, 
before there was any light, or objects to be ſeen + and all other 


19 1 
Secondly, The uſe of means is abſotutely neceſſary in order to 
ny exerciſe of the new heart, or of chriſtian holineſs at any time; 
we ſet aſide the confideration of a preparitory work, and the 
noulMeceflity of that, in order to regeneration, in the view that has 
th een given of it under the former particular; yet there will be a 
 cine&+2ſon for the uſe of means, and a neceſſity of them, in order to 
rhei lvation. If their is no truth ſet before the mind objeRively, or 
y way of external exhibition, in any ſenfe and degree; and if 
ere is no attention of the mind, and application in the uſe of a- 
r means whatever, the new heart muſt lie dormant, if there it 
dim ne, and there can be no poſſible right exereiſe. For it is writ 
open, Faith cometh by hearing. and hearing by the word of Gov.“ 
por berefore means are ne-effary in order to converfion, or the ex» 
e offMWrciſe of faith and holineſs, without which men cannot be ſaved. _ 
ionic therefore, who lives and dies in the neglect of the uſe of means; _ 
out nut periſh. The uſe of means then is of as great importance to 
nen, as is their ſalvation : and the motives and encouragement to 
conſtant attendance on them, in this view of the matter, are 
qual to the importance and worth of ſalvation, © | 
W come now to the Sr cop thing propoſed, which is to con» 
der the change that is included in being born of Gov, in which 
men are active, and conſiſts in the views and exerciſes of heart, 
which are the genuine fruit and effect of the divine operation and 
change of which I have been ſpexking ; and which is called ac» 
tive converſion, | Fic 
We have been fo lengthy on the other hend, that. we muſt be 
ſhorter here, und give only a general view of it, without deſcend- 
ing into all thoſe particulars that might be mentioned and 
enlarged upen. | 3% 
WHen the mind is regenerated, and a new heart given, divine 
things will appear in a new light; and the heart will exerciſe it» 
ſelf in quite a new manner, The firſt thing that now preſents it» 
. ſelf to the mind, is the omnipreſent and GLoxtove Gop, the ſum 
of all being and excellence, Now the heart fees and feels that 
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ſenſes, while there were no objects towards which they might 
exerciſe themſelves ? Why was not life breathed into the dry bones 
that Eg tie in vifion ſaw, while they lay in a confuſed heap, thut 
after this they might be brought together, every one to his pro- 
per place? Ge. Why muſt every bone be fe brought to His 
bone, and ſinews and flelh come up upon them, and ſkim cover 
chem, before life is breathed in them? Why is it not moſt pro- 
per and beſt that a child ſhould be born before there is any pre- 
peration made for its reception and nouriſhment ; any by  - 
cloaths provided for it, or any army to receive it, aud nouriſh 

ide life that is given? e oh 
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there is a Coy, with a conviction and aſſurance that it ney 
- Had before: and is entertained and fixed in a calm, ſweet vier 
and ſenſe of Greatneſs, Majeſty, Wiſdom, Juſtice, Goodneſs, Er 
cellence, Glory, with which it is captivated and charmed. Ng 
the perſon finds himſelf ſurrounded with Deity. and ſees G0 
manifeſting himſelſ every where, and in every thing, The Su 
Moon and Stars; the Clouds, the Mountains, the Trees, i 
Fields, the Graſs ; and every creature, and thing, conſpire in 
lent; yet clear, powerful, and ſtriking language, to declare to hin 
the being, perſections and glory of Gov. Now he ſees he ney 
before really believed there was a Gov, ' He never had any ide 
and ſenſe of ſuch a Being before: nor received the abundant and 
all-convincing evidence of his being and perfections. 

In this view he ſinks into nothing, as it were, before this gre; 
and glorious Being; and his heart is filled with a ſenſe of th 
glorious greatyeſs and excellence of Gop, and his infinite wor 
thineſs to be loved, obeyed, and honqured by all inteligent crea 
tures. Now therefore, 'he ſees the reaſonableneſs and excellenc 
of that law which requires all to love him with all their hearts 
ſo the divine law comes into view, in all its juſtice, goodneſs and 
glory. His heart approves of it as moſt worthy to to be maintain 
ed and honeured, while it requires perfect, perſevering love an 
obedience, on pain of eternal damnation, He therefore now ſe 
the infinite evil of Si: its infinite odiouſneſs and ill deſert : and 
in this view, ſees his own ſinfulneſs and vileneſs, and ſinks down 
as it were, infinitely low, in a ſenſe of his own infinite odiouſne 
and guilt; and hates, judges, and condemns himſelf, heartily ac 


Kknowledping the juſtice of his condemnation, feeling himſelf mol 


righteouſlly caſt off forever into eternal miſery ; and therefore it 
himſelf, wholly loſt, and infinitely miſerable, 

And when he ſees what he has done, how he has broken and 
diſhonoured the divine law; and deſpiſed, and contemned Gon, 
and trampled on his moſt ſacred authority; how infinitely unreas 
ſonable, and injurious to the divine character he has been, he de- 
fires and wiſhes with all his heart that the mighty breach could 
be made up, and the injury repaired and removed; that the biot 
Be has caſt on the glorious character of Gap might be wiped eff, 
and full recompence and atonement made: and he has not ihe 
leaſt wiſh that he might be pardoned, and obtain the favour of Go 
in any other way. And he immediately ſees and feels that he is 
infinitely far from any poſſibility of doing this himſelf ; that be 
as infinitely in debt, and has nothing to pay; has nothing but in- 
finite vileneſs, unworthineſs and guilt to offer, which can only pull 
down divine yerigeance on his head ; that his repentance, how- 
ever ſincere, can do nething towards making up the breach, or 
in the leaſt degree atone for the leaſt fin, He is therefore, far 


from any diſpoſition, or thought, to attempt to offer ayy thing 
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his own, by which he might obtain the forgiveneſs of his ſings 
the favour of GoD, which now appears iafiuitely important 
deſirable. Thus the law comes, fin revives, and he dies. 
And now he is prepared to receive the good news reported in 
goſpel, ** Behold the Lamb of Gop, which taketh away the 
; of the world!” This is to him d ridings of great joy.”. 
hold, the ſon of Gop, who is pris Gop. and is Gop, 
ho himſelf made the world, has became a man; has been in the 
eld, and by his own obedience and ſufferings unto death, has 
ide full reparation and atonement for ſin: is riſen from the dead, 
exalted to the right of hand the Majeſty on high, to give repen- 
nce and remiſſion of ſins: and is ready to pardon, and ſave all 
at come unto him, to which all, even the moſt. guilty and vile 
re ſreely excited! Now the light of the knowledge of the glory 
God in the face of Jeſus Chriſt ſhines in his heart, and the 
rater of the Mediator appears to him in all its fulneſs and 
lory : and the way of ſalvation by Chriſt appears wiſe, exellent 
id glorious, and pleaſes, rejoices and charms his heart, And 
24 ſenſe of his own infinite unworthine{, vileneſs and guilt, 
te puts his whole truſt in him for pardon and ſalvation, deliver- 
nee from the guilt and power and pollution of ſin, ** defiring to 
e found in him, not having his own righteouſneſs, which is of 
te law, but that which is through the faith of Chriſt, the righ · 
ouſneſs which is of God by faith,” 
And while he attends to the dignity and excellence of Chriſt's 
xrſon, and ſees what he has done and ſuffered to obey and ho- 
nour the divine law, and make atonement for ſin, and ſecs, and 
taſtes the worderſul amazing goodneſs of Gop and the Redeemer, 
trerciſed and manifeſted in this redemption, his ſenſe cf the wor- 
thineſs of the law of God, and the infinite vileneſs of fin riſes 
higher and higher: and his heart is more and more warmed with 
„bee to Gop and the redeemer, and filled with hatred and ab- 
MM borrence of fin: and is eſpecially broken in repentance and ſelf 
. bbhorrence, in a ſenſe of his amazing ingratitude and vileneſs in 
d neglecting and oppoſing this way of ſalvation, and ſighting and 
oo rcjeting ſuch a Saviour, | 5 | 
And now with all his heart he renonnces the ways of fin, and 
MI vith pleaſure and ſtrength of ſoul gives himſelf up to Gop thro? 
WM Jeſus Chriſt, to ſerve and obey him forever; feeling it to be the hap» 
MW pit thing in the world, the greateſt privilege he can imagine, 
to be wholly devoted to Go in all the ways of ſtrict and pure re · 
ligion and holy obedience. | 

Ix theſe views and exerciſes of heart active converſion from 
ſin to God does conſiſt. And all this is implied in faith in Jeſus 
Chriſt, or receiving him, and believing on his name. And eve- 
ry one in whoſe mind theſe things do not take place, in the ſum 
and ſubſtance of chem is not converted, or born of Gov, Tho. 
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I pretend not to ſay that the views and exerciſes of one t 
" ii converted, do /enfbly take place exactly in the order and e 
nection in which I have now placed them, ſo that every true ei d 
vert ſhall be able to recolle& that theſe things paſſed in his mit 's 
juſt ſo, and in this order from ſtep to ſtep: yet he muſt be ſeiſiſes hi 
dle that all this has taken place in his heart and abides with Bi conc 
And it may be demonſtrated that they do in fad, take place 
this connection and order, and that there is no other poſſible vi N he 
though all may be ſo much at once, as it were, and the excerit 
ciſes of the mind may be ſo quick, as not to be attended with a lar 
conſciouſneſs of their being in this particular arrangement. his 

But to proceed, ey. 

The perſon of whom I am ſpeaking is now become a tranity* 
humble perſon, in a ſenſe of his own meanneſs, vileneſs, and ii e ve 
finite unworthineſs and guilt, and his abſolute dependance on G0, la 2 
for ſtrength and righteouſneſs. This lays him low before Goſs h 
and he is diſpoſed to walk humbly with him, working out A 
own ſalvation with fear and trembling i. e. in a ſenſe of his o Not 
nothingneſs, weakneſs and inſufficiency with reſpe& to any good! | 
thing, and his perfect, continual, and as it were, infiangF" 
dependance on Gov, who alone worketh in him to will and tc 
do. And as he has a more fall clear and conſtant view and ſenſi T! 
of his own amazing vileneſs and miſery than he can have of 
thers, he is naturally diſpoſed in lowlineſs of mind to prefer 
thers to himſelf, and led to a meek and humble conduct and be 
haviour among men. 

And he has now a new view and ſenſe of the truth, divinity; 
excellence and ſweetneſs of the word of Gov, and he delights ie 
the holy ſcriptures, and is diſpoſed to meditate therein day andW's 
night. They are more precious to him than much fine gold, andWine 
ſweeter than the honey, and the honey comb, He now becomes 
a devout and zealous worſhiper of Gop. With pleaſare, he daily" 
enters into his clofer, and prays to, and praiſes him who ſecs inn 
ſecret; and would not be deprived of this priviledge for all the" 
kingdoms of the world. He loves to join with chriſtians in focial 

rayer and religious converſation, And his feet run with con- 

ancy and eagerneſs to the place of public worſhip, where he de- 
voutly joins in prayer and praiſe; and with great attention hears 
the word preached, receives inſtruction, and is quickened thereby. 
And as he has given himſelt np to Gop ſincerely and without 
reſerve, he is from hence naturally led to deſire to do it publick- 
ly, by eſpouſing the cauſe of Gov, and appearing on his ſide, as 
a diſciple and tollower of Chriſt, before the world, by a publie 
profeſhon of religion. And it appears to him to be a great pri- 
vilege to be among the number of Gov's viſible people; to be 
united with them, and have the advantage of their chriſtian watch 
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all Chriſt's holy inſtitutions. | 
od in this change he becomes a friend to mankind, and his 
rt is filled with love to them. This effectually, and at once, 
s him of a'l the ways of deceit, injuſtice and injuriouſneſs in 
concerns and dealings with his neighbour, of which the wortd 
o full, and which are ſo common among profeſſing Chriſtians, 
d he is immediately poſſeſſed with that harmlefsnefs, honeſty, 
cerity, truth, integrity, and faithfulneſs of heart, which is pes 
ar to a true Chriſtian. And he is not only juſt and upright ; 
t his heart is full of goodneſs, kind affection, tenderneſs and 
cy, which prompts him to do good to all as he has oppors 
nity; eſpecially to ſeek and promote, in all the ways he can, 
welfare of their fouls in their eternal ſalvation. | 
In a word, he heartily devotes himſelf to the ſervice of Gon 
d his fellow men, as his whole and only bufineſs. And to this 


Not ſlothful in buſineſs: but fervent in ſpirit; ſerving the Lord." 
nd in theſe things he perſeveres and makes progrets to the end 
life: for conyerſion is but the beginning of the ſame thing which 
carried on and makes advances unto perfect holineſs. 1 
This is a ſhort, imperfe& ſketch of the true convert, the new 
an, who is born of the ſpirit of Goos. N 
will conclude with two or three reflections on the whole. 
J. Tux view we have had of this matter may ſerve to teach 
$ what is it to be led by the ſpirit of Gop, which is ſpoken of 
$2 privilege common to all chriſtians, * It is not to be iuflu - 
ced and guided by any unaccountable impulſes, or immediate 
iggeſtions to the mind, of ſome new truth not contained in di- 
ne revelation: or of particular texts or paſſages of ſcripture, 


by in him as & principle of new life and action, begetting, main» 
aning and increaſing a right taſte and temper of mind; and thus 
reparmg and diſpofing the heart to attend to and diſcern the 


ths revealed in Gon's word, or exeroiſe itſelf in a wiſe and ho- 
manner, in a view and ſenſe of the truths contained in divine 
relation. This is all the leading and influence the chriſtian 

nts from the ſpirit of Gop, If he has a right taſte and difſpo» 


tion of heart to a ſufficient degree, he will want nothing fur- 


j it, ' G 
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| care, And without delay he joins with them, and attend 


d is faithful and diligent in his own proper Ration and calling K a 


Int the chriſtian is led by the ſpirit of God, by the ſpirits dwell⸗- 


er from the immediate influences of the divine ſpirit in order to 
e led into all truth, and know and do his duty in every branch 


II. Ws may hence learn what perfons are to inquire after in or- 
ler to determine whether they are born of Gos or not. viz, What 
re the views and exerciſes of their own hearts, and what influ- 
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ence and effect theſe have in practice. By this, my hearers, 
are to determine whether you have the ſpirit of God or not, e 
by conſidering and finding out whether you have the diſcerci 
and exerciſes in which converſion conſiſts; even all thoſe holy 
erciſes by which men do firſt turn from ſin to Gep ; and beli 
on the name of Jeſus Chriſt, and in which they perſevere in a þ 
ly lite; which are in ſcripture called the fruit of the ſpirit, 
Therefore, what has now been ſaid in the deſcription of co 
verſion, may be applied as matter of examination and trial, by 
thoſe wha.are deſirous to know what their ſtate is, whether th 
are born of Gop or not, They who are in any good degree 
gaged to get ſatisfaction in this intereſting point, have been he: 
ing with ſelf application, in this view. And I recommend it to: 
ſeriouſly, and with impartiality to apply what has been ſaid, 
far as it appears to them to be agreeable to the word of God, 
themſelves by way of ſelf-examination. And may the Lord 8 
us underſtanding and diſcerning to determine this importat 
queſtion according to truth! | ö 
And have any of you good and ſatisfying evidence that ye 
are born of, Gop ? Give all the glory to his ſqvereign grac 
And remember that this is but the beginning of ſomething ve 
great and glorious, © Think not that ye have already attained 
or are already perfect: but follow after, that you may apprehen 
that for which you are apprehended of Chriit Jeſus. Forgettin 
thoſe things which are behind, and reaching forth unto thi 
which are before, preſs toward the mapk, for the prize of tl 
high calling of Ged in Chriſt ]-ſus ;” © As new born babes de 
fire the ſiucere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby.“ 
III. Trey who find themſelves in an unregenerate ſtate ma 
moſt reaſonably be concerned about themſelves, in a view of th 
infinitely miſerable condition they are in. Your caſe is ſhocking 
ly dreadful, There is nothing good or right in i hearts; by 
you are perfectly corrupt and wicked, devoted to that which 1 
your deſtruction. And you are wholly and perfectly to blame fo 
all this, and therefore infinitely guiity and odious in God's ſight 
and moſt unworthy of the leaſi pity and mercy from him: ſo tha 
you are eternally undone, unleſs Gop ſhall exerciſe that diſtin 
guiſhing, ſovereign grace towards you, which you have been al 
ways refuſing and oppoſing, and which he may moſt juſtly re 
Fuſe to grant, A | | : 
Say not within yourſelves, * We are utterly unable to hel 
ourſelves, we can do nothing towards our ſalvation : Gov mu 
do all. Why do you blame us? It ſignifies nothing for us to tale 
any pains about the matter. If Gos is pleaſed to regenerate and 
ſave us, he will do it in his own time, Why then do you ca 
upon us, and give us any trouble about the matter?” As wel 
may the man who has turned rebel againſt bis ſovereign, and b 
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this means has vndone himſelf; and is apprehended and condemn- 
ed to the moſt cruel torture and death, and is expoſed to be eae- 
rug cuted every hour; at the fame time, the prince whom he has of- 
7 ol ferded and injured, offers to pardon, him, and put him into moſt 
li happy circumſtances, if he will only make his ſubmiſſion to him, 
and be willing to be his friend and ſervant; and is ſending per- 
ſons to treat with him abcut this matter, and urge him by all 
coli imaginable 1 and motives, to accept of the kind and ad- 
vantageous offer: ſo that ail the difficulty of of obtaining com- 
the pleat deliverance, is his diſpoſition to juſtify himſelf in his rebel 
lion, and unwillingneſs to comply wich the moſt reaſonable” and 
ea kind propoſals: I jay, as well may ſuch an one reply, I can- 
not help myſelf, unleſs the prince give me a new heart, and in- 
, WH cline me to accept of his offer, as well as make it to me, the proe * 
, WW poſal wil do me no good., I am therefore, not to blame: I will. 
gi not give myſelf the leaſt trouble about it, let come what will.“ 
al And as reaſonably might a man uſe this language, who has ſet b 
his gwn houſe on fire, which is burning dow over his head, and 
10088 he fits eaſy and ſecure in the midſt of it, or is buſy throwing oib | 
acl into the flame, and increaſing the fire, while he is called upon 
e and urged to eſcape for his life. „ 
Nec It is your indiſpenſable duty, your higheſt intereſt immed'ately 
en to repent, believe on the name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
in give yourtelves up to Gop : nothing can poſſibly be the leaſt ex- 
zo cuſe for your neglecting it one minute; you have all the oppor» 
0 tunity and advantage you can deſire; and motives are ſet betore 
d you, which are, I may ſay, infinitely weighty and forcible, And 
if divine, eternal vengeance ſhould fall on your heads immediate» 
ll ly for the hardneſs of your hearts, and continued rebellion in 
tl theſe circumſtances, Gop will be juſt, and you moſt juſtly miſe · 
SW rable forever. And how ſoon this will be your caſe you know not. 
Du It is certain this will come upon you ſoon, unleſs you wake up 
and attend to your caſe, and fly to the only refuge. Cleanſe 
your hands, ye ſinners, and purify your hearts, ye double ming- 
ed,” „Be afflicted and mourn, and weep: Jet your laughter be 
turned into mourning, and your joy into heavineſs, Homble"*+. 
yourſelves in the ſight of the Lord, and he ſhall lift you up Re- 
a pent ye therefore, and be converted, that your fins may be blot - 
ly ted out, Believe on the name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and ye 
ſhall be ſaved,” | | | i * $9 
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Page 32. line 2. for, as things, read thing. 
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